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VoLume XXIII NOVEMBER, 1950 NUMBER 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION TEACHERS GERMAN 
EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL MEETING 


December 27-28, 1950 
New York, N.Y. 
Hotel Statler, 7th Avenue and 33rd Street 
Hotel New Yorker, 34th Street and 8th Avenue 
and 


Faculty Commons, Hunter College, 695 Park Avenue 
(69th Street Entrance) 
PROGRAM 
WEDNESDAY, December 
(Hotel Statler. Consult Bulletin Board the Lobby for 
Room Number the A.A.T.G. Headquarters. 
5:00 P.M. Meeting the Delta Phi Alpha advisers. 
8:00 P.M. Meeting the Executive Council the A.A.T.G. 


THURSDAY, December 
Morning Session (Hotel New Yorker, Parlor G.) 
9:00 A.M. Business Meeting. Reports Officers and Com- 
mittees. 
9:45 A.M. ‘‘The New Educational Program and its Impli- 
for Language Theodore 
Huebner, Director Foreign Languages, Board 
Education the City New York, New 
York, N.Y. 
10:10 A.M. ‘‘Fashions Languages,’’ Mario Pei, Columbia 
University, New York, N.Y. 
10:50 A.M. ‘‘Anregungen zud Belebung und Vertiefung des 
Friedrich Thiele, The 
City College, New York, N.Y. Discussion opened 
Ada Klett Bister, Vassar College, Pough- 
keepsie, and Louis Raichle, Curtis High 
School, New York, 
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11:40 A.M. ‘‘Das deutsche Jugendbuch Wechsel der Zeit- 
strömungen,’’ Appelt, University Ro- 
N.Y. 


12:20 P.M. ‘‘Gedanken und Vorschläge zum Lehrer-Verleger 
Jacob Hiebie, The Thrift Press, 
Ithaca, N.Y. 
Afternoon Session (Hunter College, North Lounge) 
4:00 P.M. Tea, sponsored Hunter College 


Evening Session (Hunter College, Faculty Commons) 

6:30 P.M. Reception 

7:00 P.M. Dinner 

8:30 P.M. Brief Remarks from the Chair, Giinther Keil, 
Hunter College, New York, N.Y. 

9:00 P.M. Concert, The Department Music, Hunter Col- 
lege, New York, N.Y. (Reservations for the din- 
ner $3.50, including gratuities should 
made prior December and accompanied 
checks sent Mrs. Elsie Syrop, 185 East 159th 
Street, New York 51, N.Y.) 


NOTE: The A.A.T.G. Headquarters will the Hotel 
Statler. Consult Bulletin Board the Lobby for 
Room Number. 


the Members the American Association 
Teachers German: 


wonder how many have read Adjustment Educa- 
tion for Every Youth’’, pamphlet some 122 pages, recently 
published the Federal Agency, Office Education.* Or, having 
read it, have searched their pedagogical souls effort answer 
the vital question, ‘‘What are the implication this proposed new 
educational program for modern language teaching?’’ this 
very question that Dr. Theodore Huebener will speak our Con- 
vention December 28. His critical analysis the pamphlet 
will, doubt, evoke lively and discussion. 


Dr. Mario Pei, Columbia Professor and ardent champion 
foreign language teaching, will have equally ‘‘kraftig Wörtchen’’ 
add the intriguing topic, ‘‘Fashions Languages’’. The 
title his address may puzzle you: come and listen! Other 
timely interest the teacher German will discussed 
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Professor Friedrich Thiele (‘‘ Anregungen zur Belebung und 
Vertiefung des Deutschunterrichts’’); Professor Appelt 
deutsche Jugendbuch Wechsel der Zeitstrémungen’’) 
and Dr. Jacob Hieble und Vorschläge zum Lehrer- 
Verleger 


hope you will find our program just stimulating 
those former years. This fond hope our program for 
the evening. 


Your Local Committee wishes call your attention the 
Association’s own Headquarters the Hotel Statler for the dates 
December 27, 28, and 29. The room number will posted 
the bulletin board the Hotel. The Committee hopes that you will 
find Headquarters welcome innovation and that you will make 
full use convenient meeting place and clearing house. 
member the Committee will present throughout the day 
help you make your stay New York City pleasant possible. 


So, let our slogan for the 1950 AATG Convention 
you Headquarters!’’ 
Sincerely yours, 
Giinther Keil, President, AATG. 


For sale the Superintendent Documents, Government Printing 
Office, Washington 25, Price cents. 


APPEAL OUR SUBSCRIBERS 


The American Association Teachers German, like the 
other AATs and the local and regional MLAs, belongs the Na- 
tional Federation Modern Language Teachers’ Associations. The 
purpose the Federation act over-all organization 
improving the effectiveness, promoting the interests, and espous- 
ing the teachers all modern foreign languages the 
United States. such the NFMLTA publishes its official organ, 


the Modern Language Journal, eight times year. 


its annual meeting December, 1949, the Com- 
mittee the NFMLTA urged that all teachers modern foreign 
languages, including the members our own AATG, 
the Modern Language Journal. former managing editor 
that journal, who proud that was once privileged guide its 
editorial destinies for over five the present writer under- 
scores the appeal the Comimittee with the 
warmest enthusiasm knows that the Modern Language 
Journal merits such support. bit research recently conducted 
Mr. Stephen Pitelier, the present business manager the 
Journal, reveals the disheartening fact that this moment only 
about 200 our 950 personal the German Quarierly 
also subseribe the Modern Language Journal. 


you are not subscriber the Language Journal, 
ask you get touch with Mr. Pitcher 7144 Washington Ave- 
nue, St. Louis Missouri, request sample copy, and then sub- 
scribe (only thiee dollars per year, beginning either 
1950, January, 1951). you are already subscriber, please 
call this the attention your non-member colleagues and 
friends. Act now. You will have cause regret your action. 
Every subscription thus gained will reflect eredit upon our own 


organization and will make all stronger. 


ZEYDEL 
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REMARKS THE INTERMEDIATE CONVERSATION- 


COMPOSITION COURSE 


One the most challenging courses the undergraduate 
level the intermediate composition and conversation course, for 
teaching the instructor confronts the double problem mak- 
ing not only truly intermediate, that is, finding the proper 
eourse. Ideally should neither the Berlitz School type 
instruction, nor should too and theoretieal. 
have attempted during the past three years meet this challenge 
our German course Harvard, and, since the 
and problems encountered Harvard are those facing 
our colleagues elsewhere, are submitting this brief article 
some the devices and techniques which have found most 
helpful. 


The principal problem teaching intermediate conversa- 
tion course always that striking the proper balance between 
systematic training the use the language translations and 
grammar exercises and the encouragement the spontaneous use 
the language through free writing and free conversation. Stu- 
dents, and large, tend favor the former over the latter, for 
they feel that free writing gives them the opportunity being 
the foreign language. The highly important syste- 
matie training must then administered rather subtly and 
small doses, that its beneficial effect may not offset bore- 
dom repugnance the part the students. 


During the past year administered the part 
the instruction German the form exercises word for- 
mation, building, and the study construc- 
tions. did little translation possible, since the students 
tended find that such exercise made the course too much 
like second-year course composition. One student, letter 
expressing his reaction the course, referred translation 
exercises pronunciation and practice the recording pas- 
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sages from prose and poety texts. These recordings were particu- 
larly helpful developing the student’s feeling for Sprach- 
rhythmus. 


The Aufsätze are one the most popular features German 
Both free essays and essays definite topies are assigned 
the course the semester, and about equal proportion, that 
the student has practice both using the vocabulary related 
his own special interests and vocabulary which more appropri- 
ate situations outside his special field interest. Most stu- 
dents feel that the free essays are the most challenging and the 
most amusing write. They likewise enjoyed ‘‘class projects’’ 
One such project last year took the form letters 
imaginary young contemplating enrolment under- 
graduate Harvard. These letters briefed the European 
preparation for various careers, extra-curricular activities, Amer- 
ican sports, government, journalism, and the like. 
Useful aids writing compositions were, addition the stu- 
dents’ regular dictionaries, the Dictionary Everyday Usage, the 
Sprach-Brockhaus, and, reference book for idioms, Wie sagt 
man das auf deutsch? 


Practice rapid reading outside class valuable con- 
versation course because keeps the reading skill active and 
supple. This reading may integrated into the classroom work 
having the students give oral reports the books they have 
read. Last year the students were permitted choose from 
extensive list prose and works, mostly from 
twentieth-century literature and most cases not readily avail- 
able translations textbook form. Additional outside reading 
may provided having the class German- 
language newspaper periodical, such the Ziiricher Zeitung 
Pinguin. found Pinguin (published Stuttgart) 
sensational, but topical and interesting. 


Informality essential for creating the proper atmosphere 
course such German round-table organization, which 
students and instructor sit together around table, effective 
creating the feeling camaraderie and give-and-take which 
necessary conversation course truly lively and stimu- 
lating. Small sections twelve the most are needed for 
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this sort arrangement. One device for stimulating 
interest was that having guest speakers, native Germans, Aus- 
trians, Swiss, come from time time during the semester 
join the round table. These guests the ‘‘celebrity series’’ 
visitors from abroad regular faculty members usually first 
address the class German and then direct remarks questions 
the group which encourage them participate general dis- 
cussion which most often ends lively and interesting one. 
few ‘‘introverts’’ among the students, sure, prefer listen- 
ing talking. Ten-minute reports required from each student 
regular intervals help solve this problem. addition, help- 
ful have ample discussion which all will want 
express themselves. Last year devoted much time such timely 
problems merey killing and the present state the movies. 
Students were also encouraged watch for, and report on, per- 
tinent news items. 


Play-reading and limited amount play-acting class are 
always valuable conversation course. Not only does 
the student enjoy this type exercise, but furnishes addition 
excellent opportunity for integrating classroom work with 
extracurricular activities such the German Club. Language 
clubs are fine counterpart classroom instruction, since they 
offer the student opportunity practise conversation 
foreign language somewhat social situation than exists 
even the most informal classroom. stimulate student interest 
and participation language club work, plays are great value, 
since they allow the student contribute something definite 
the club’s program entertainment. One need scarcely recall 
here the value, from the standpoint acquiring facility the 
language, learning heart role play. Four German 
students took part the performance Weihnachtseinkäufe and 
Abschiedssouper, from Schnitzler’s Anatol the German 
Club’s Maifest. Bruno Frank’s Nina was read class 
‘‘mit verteilten Rollen’’ and delighted the students. Use 
Werfel’s Jacobowsky und der Oberst also planned for next year. 
Unfortunately there seems shortage editions plays 
that are suitable for such class use. 
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The memorizing and proverbs and the learning 
folk-songs offer not only excellent examples foreign idiom, but 
furnish introduction well the eulture and 
foreign people. The German elass aequired repertoire 
more than dozen memorized poems, ineluding number 
humorous poems and song texts. Several poems were recited 
each class meeting, which kept the repertoire active. Here the 
individual instruetor will often want make his own 
although inexpensive anthologies like the Bliitenlese deutscher 
Gedichte, Kleine Anthologie deutscher Lyrik, and the Deutsches 
Liederbuch series the Thrift Press should the hands 
the students. The learning and songs provides 
lent opportunity for integrating classroom and elub work. 


Practice the active use the language should ideally 
not stop with the end the class period, but should continue out- 
side the largest extent possible. Such practice may provided 
through movies, which may rented and shown 
with the German Club, through foreign plays given 
public performance. Most here, however, the 
German Table one more the dining halls, where, the 
company lively instructor, the student may enjoy natural 
conversational situation. con- 
tributed making the student feel that the use the lan- 
was not confined the classroom. These assignments often 
took the place more fornial ones, and under this plan students 
were given eredit for attending lectures German, German movies 
such Die Fledermaus, Uniform, and Die Affare 
Blum, and for listening, libretto hand, operas 
such Die Meistersinger, Salome, Tristan und Isolde, Lohengrin, 
Der Rosenkavalier, and Die Walkiire. Several students received 
this manner their German operas and motion 
pictures. 


Harvard University 


Cambridge, Massachusetts 


PRIVATE GERMAN LANGUAGE SCHOOLS 


HUEBENER 


Before the first World War there were many private schools 
and classes New York which German was taught, largely 
German-American children. They were, the main, two types: 
the secular school maintained Turn-Verein Arbeiter-Verein 
and the classes conducted the pastors German-speaking con- 
gregations. 

The church elasses usually met Saturday morning and were 
therefore known Saturday schools. The teacher was clergyman 
who had been born and bred abroad and who was interested 
preserving German-language services. Since the pupils were the 
children members the congregation, who would later 


confirmed, the reading material provided usually consisted Bible 


stories. Portions the hvmns 
were sung. There was ques thes 
urday schools were larg 
Generally, however, they 
tivene lepended the 
native but not always 
German services, due the passing away the older generat 
and the impact two World Wars. these Saturday schools 
almost ceased 

The secular schools met the late afternoon evening 
the meeting hall the Verein. Although these schools. 
have declined, one organization has maintained itself well for 


ntury. The New York Turn Verein, which celebrating its hun 
dredth anniversary, organized German classes right the begin- 
ning. present maintaining such classes conjunction wit 
the German-American School Association several parts 
York City. 


The classes have always been well attended and despite two 
wars have held their own. The pupils are from the Ger- 
man, Austrian and Swiss families living the neighborhood. 

1936 the school was reorganized include eight 
thus providing instruction for children between the ages and 
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18. The German Volksschule used model. The direct method 
employed almost exclusively and English rarely heard. 


Instruction given two hours each week, classes meeting be- 
tween the hours 4:00 and 9:00 p.m. daily and from 8:30 
3:00 p.m. Saturday. There Regents class which prepares 
the pupils take the state examination German Three Years. 
fact the school has charter from the Board Regents, hav- 
ing been incorporated 1911. 


Report cards are issued three times year, Christmas, Easter 
and the close the school term. The pupils receive instruction 
geography, history and literature well German. 


The has three branches and five licensed teachers. Three 
them have the Ph.D. and one also instructor the City 
College. The principal and director Herbert Hachmann, 
teacher many years successful 


The pedagogic problems are, course, different from those 
encountered the public school. Since the children hear German 
home they begin with spoken fluency and have daily oppor- 
tunity for practice. The direct method the logical one use and 
the classroom American counterpart one German 
Volksschule. fact, all the textbooks come from abroad; the 
reader used Hirt’s ‘‘Deutsches Lesebuch fiir Pommern’’. Since 
the children are different regional origins, they reflect the 
deviations pronunciation the Bavarian and the Prussian, the 
Low German and the Swabian. Their progress rapid and when 
they leave the school, they possess mastery spoken and written 
German which cannot expected the publie high school stu- 
dent. Since they take the Regents examination they get credit 
and can continue the advanced courses the secondary school 
college. 


Some 700 children are enrolled the school, undoubtedly the 
largest juvenile enrollment any private language school 
non-religious character New York. 


Director Foreign Languages, 


New York City Schools 


LITERATURE SECOND YEAR COURSES 
WONDERLEY 


The thoughts which have jotted down for are simple, 
general, and hardly original. believe that our second year col- 
lege courses should stress the reading and understanding 
great literature, particularly, for German, Goethe. shall occa- 
sionally draw upon some remarks made Professor Friedrich 
Bruns, who first helped acquire some insight into Goethe. 


statement goals pertaining second year instruction 
must necessity predicated upon what accomplished what 
striven for during the first year. While firm advocate 
that first year approach which makes effective use direct, 
functional, oral techniques, likewise convinced that the best 
interests the overwhelming majority our students are served 
with reading ability the paramount goal. reading ability 
mean, course, all us, the ability read, not decipher 
decode. 


Assuming then that our students the conclusion their 
first year course can read German, or, stated more precisely, that 
they have made satisfactory progress toward that arduous goal, 
how should set our sights for second year courses? May 
digress slightly remind you that Goethe, poet and scientist 
some note, confessed that after seventy years painstaking 
practice, had not completely mastered the art 


can obviously help designing our second year courses 
promote and facilitate intenser progress ability read. 
assume that are all familiar with the details for 
necessary implementation here. Our next problem then what 
shall read? Speaking again the best interests the majority 
our students, feel that during this second year, which for most 
our students is, sad say, also presently terminal period for 


Talk delivered representative for German panel discussion: 
Goals the Second Year the College Language’’ the April session 
the Modern Language Section the Ohio College Association Columbus. 

ORF 


Friedrich Bruns, ‘‘Language and Literature,’’ MfdU, xxx, 257-263 
(May 1938). 
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their study German, should read great literature. Why? 
all know why. Because literature life, and because up- 
holders the humanistie tradition must feel our duty help 
these young people who are entrusted develop their sense 
values and love literature. How can offer them 
less? And our teaching must inspirational, that our students 
will become intimately with literature and experience 
something eminently worthwhile and joyous. And, under- 
line truism, will thjs respect teachers truly 


love what are reading, Urfaust Immensee. 


Someone may object, ‘‘But don’t our students attain love 
for and critical attitude toward literature result their work 
English The reply that objection course 
strong wish expressed mood, which the risk being 
branded ‘‘old hat’’ and adherent the grammar-translation 


school, label potential-optative 


our second year programs should certainly forget about 
any facile trash which may have used our first year read- 
ings. Now ever the time affording our stu- 
dents the opportunity sink their teeth and their hearts into 
something literarily worthwhile something that will enable 
these folks develop some critical tastes and distastes 
the realm letters 


plea for Iyrie poetry, which, incidentally, favor judicious 


and life. And here would enter strong 


amounts for the first vear too. Whether select poetry, drama, 
prose fiction, the chosen texts should speak the students, for 
let bear mind that the lasting impression which the students 


will have our courses often that their final ones. 


would hardly presume tell you precisely what read. 
That depends upon the situation, upon you. and the class. But 
may humbly suggest that not overlook Goethe? explain 
parenthetically that frequently referring great mind and 
heart and soul, namely Goethe, not intention emphasize 
nationality such. Great individuals obviously transcend their 


times and 


LITERATURE SECOND YEAR CLASSES 


Yes, consider feasible attempt some Goethe 
which are available several editions, how about Hermann und 


Dorothea, whieh have now neglected long enough 


number ago wise teacher: Goethe remains the best 


reason for studying German, just Shakespeare does for 


The Ohio State University 


C's rumbus, Ol io 
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GERMAN CLASSICAL TEXTS FOR THE SECOND HALF 
THE TWENTIETH 


CARL HAMMER, JR. 


This semi-centennial year 1950 should remind that time 
also relentless toward school texts foreign language classics, 
even those which perhaps decade ago still indulgently called 
our ‘‘old What must any observant student, fresh 
from new textbooks the elementary level, think when 
asked read some German classical work the very edition once 
used his grandmother or, conceivably, his great-grand- 
mother. That not merely hypothetical case, but increas- 
ingly acute problem our advanced undergraduate courses, par- 
ticularly view the recent general decline enrollment since 
the ebbing the ‘‘GI’’ tide. Let now cast brief glance over 
the fifty years following the initial editing class texts the 
United States. 


century and quarter ago German instruction was intro- 
duced Harvard Karl Follen under the tutelage George 
Ticknor, whose attention had been directed this German patri- 
otic liberal General Lafayette. For use his classes Follen 
edited the first German textbooks known have been printed 
America, anthology entitled Deutsches Lese- 
buch für Anfänger (1826) and Practical Grammar the Ger- 
man Language (1828) which retained their popularity for over 
forty years.? Schiller’s Maria Stuart was prepared for Harvard 
students Another long-used product that university 


Revision paper read the general session foreign language 
sections the Louisiana College Conference March 1950, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. 

Emma Jaeck, Madame Staél and the Spread German Literature 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1915), 252. 

Theodore Huebener, ‘‘The First German Grammar and Reader for 
American Schools,’’ German Quarterly, Vol. XXII, No. (March, 1949), 95. 
late 1867 Schmitt, also Harvard, revised the Lesebuch and 
expanded include many more authors, from Auerbach Freiligrath. 

John Scholte Nollen, the Preface his edition of\Maria Stuart (Bos- 
ton: Ginn and Company, 1906), vii. 
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was the German Reader Longfellow’s friend and assistant, 
Bernard Longfellow himself edited Faust extensively 
for his own lectures, but not for Following the 
wake these Harvard volumes, further appeared 
during decades, like George Adler’s Progressive Ger- 
man Reader 1848° (almost contemporaneously with Frederick 
Hedge’s famous collection English, The Writers Ger- 
Ahn’s German and Geschichte der 
deutschen Literatur, with illustrative passages.” least one num- 
ber the series Lese- und Lehrbiicher Hermann Reffelt was 
even issued New Orleans undetermined date Louis 
Schwarz, No. Chartres 


Adler’s Handbook German includes, beside 
excellent selection prose writings, ranging from Jakob Böhme 
Gervinus, three complete dramas, namely: Schiller’s Jungfrau, 
Goethe’s Iphigenie, and Der gestiefelte Kater (to which Adler 
refers his English introduction ‘‘Tieck’s Booted Puss’’). 
Thus the way was smoothed for the unprecedented editing class 
texts from both Classical and nineteenth century literature 
that was begun around 1870 numerous competent scholars such 
William Whitney, Kraus, William Cook (an early 
editor Goethe’s Faust), and James Morgan Hart. The latter’s 
Faust edition appeared 1877, several years after Taylor’s monu 
mental translation. 


From that prolific period the and ’80’s now take, 
were, salto mortale into the present. Anyone selecting anno- 


Rölker also remembered for having translated Goethe’s Wahlver- 
wandtschaften. 

James Hatfield, New Light Longfellow (New York: Hough- 
ton Mifflin, 1933), 54. 

New York: Appleton Co. The careful editing Adler’s book 
merits admiration even today. 

Published Philadelphia, 1847. 

E.g., the Second German Reader, with notes and vocabulary Henn 
(New York: Steiger, 1877). 

New York: Henry Holt, 1878. 

For this and much other helpful material the writer indebted his 
colleague, Professor John Krumpelmann. 
New York: Appleton, 1854. 
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tated readings for survey the Classical era will find, for ex- 
ample, that Goethe’s Torquato Tasso, edited Calvin Thomas 
(and published Heath) 1888, has never undergone revision. 
Sylvester Primer’s edition Lessing’s Minna von Barnhelm 
(Heath, 1889) was revised 1895 used for forty-two 
years, until the publisher supplied up-to-date one its stead. 
Wilhelm Bernhardt’s anthology, Goethes Meisterwerke (Heath, 
1891), has neither been revised during nearly sixty years nor re- 
placed any work comparable utility. The last preparation 
Lessing’s Emilia Galotti for American students that Max 
Winkler (Heath, 1895). Goodrich’s school text Goethe’s Gétz 
von Berlichingen (Holt) out 1896, the year which 
von Jagemann published his volume selections from 
Dichtung und Wahrheit (Holt), still the latest one comprehen- 
sive scope. While Calvin Thomas revised his well-known edition 
Faust (Heath, 1892) 1912, allowed the Second Part 
stand ‘‘herrlich wie ersten Tag,’’ 1897. Several productions 


These are samples from long list titles bequeathed 
that decade. still more extensive array dates from the first 
ten years this century, especially for Schiller. For instance, 
1901 Carruth revamped his 1894 version Wallenstein, 
and Joynes and Hervey touched their edition Maria Stuart, 
also originally the vintage Schiller’s Braut von Mes- 
sina, with Palmer and Eldridge editors (Holt, 1901) Goethe’s 
Egmont, edited Deering (Holt, 1903) his auf Tauris, 
Winkler (Holt, 1905); and the same Allen (Ginn, 1906) 
have not yet been superseded. that period Schiller’s Wilhelm 
Tell came the fore the hands Carruth (Maemillan, 1902) 
Deering (Heath, 1902) and Roedder Book Co., 1905). 
The year 1907 saw Goebel’s centenary publication Goethes 
Faust. Erster Teil (issued Holt). Some these venerable edi- 
tions can now procured only the poorest wartime paper, 


even though bearing the reprint date 1947 1948. 


Published Henry Holt. 


Both these texts are Holt publications. 
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course, there are newer books thirty-five forty years 
old like Don Carlos, edited Lieder (Oxford, 
Goethe’s Die Leiden des jungen Werthers, Feise (Ox- 
ford, 1913); Capen’s issuance Lessing’s Nathan der Weise 
(Ginn, 1914); and that Goethe’s Hermann und Dorothea 
Thomas 1915. The same year Palmer’s revision his original 
edition Tell (Holt, 1898) appeared; remains the 
most recent one Schiller’s best-loved Since Heffner’s 
editing Die Jungfrau von Orleans (Holt, 1927), further 


Schiller text for American students has come off the 


The conditions thus far outlined also apply extensively the 
Romantie era and the nineteenth general. Aside from 
one two anthologies lyrie poetry and few selections 
Novellen, the classroom editions, existent, are mostly from 
twenty forty-five years old. cite few examples, have 
Grimm’s Kinder-und Hausmärchen, edited Vos (American 
Book Co., 1903), Eichendorff’s Taugenichts (Holt, 1906) Hauff’s 
Lichtenstein (Holt, 1910) Kleist’s Prinz Friedrich von Homburg 
(Oxford, 1914) and Hebbel’s Agnes Bernauer (Oxford, 1925). 
Fortunately, Campbell’s well-edited collection, German Plays 
the Nineteenth offers good introduction the drama, 
but although Priest has furnished satisfactory anthology the 
Classical period 1934; revised 1941), there none yet 


had meanwhile been excellently edited Carl Schlenker (Boston: 
Allyn Bacon, 1913). 

The listings this article are intended suggestive rather than 
exhaustive. Although the present discussion concerned with American class 
texts, obtainable the market and prepared with reference use 
this country, should remembered that some highly useful British 
editions German classics have appeared recently, particularly the series, 
German Texts’’ (Oxford: Basil Blackwell), Boyd, 
Goethe’s (1943) and Notes Goethe’s Poems (1944); Stahl, Goethe’s 
Werther (1942); Willoughby, Goethe’s Urfaust und Faust, ein Fragment 
(1943); Stahl, Lessing’s Emilia Galotti (1946); and Wilkinson and Wil- 
loughby, Schiller’s Kabale und Liebe (1949). 

16A later and better edition obtainable, namely, that Schaffrath 
(New York: Prentice-Hall, 1931). 
New York: Crofts, 1930. 
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for Romanticism per se; and have mere- 
from 1795 1900. 


Regarding textual problems, must remembered that any 
edition that appeared before 1900 bears orthography whieh 
became out date through the official spelling reforms that 
year. Even Thomas’ 1912 revision his Faust does not have 
modernized spelling. 

greater drawback the superfluity critical apparatus that 
accompanies many older text. Thus Winkler’s edition 
Iphigenie auf Tauris (1905) has ninety pages Goethe and some 
two hundred and twenty Professor Winkler, one-half which 
consists notes. gives this explanation for his lengthy intro- 
duetion and commentary: 

The intelligent reading the drama presupposes 
reasonable acquaintance with the mythology and legendary 
world ancient Greece, and yet, owing the marked decline 
classical studies recent the average student has 
but the vaguest and most meager knowledge the 


Winkler then adds that, view the necessity fuller 
treatment than yore, has sketched the eight Greek dramas 
from which Goethe drew much his material, trying each 
case suggest how the ideas differ from the central 
thought Goethe’s ‘‘The purpose these short ac- 
counts,’’ continues, ‘‘has been simply elucidate the German 
drama; all other considerations, however interesting themselves, 
have been omitted.’’ regrets that economy space renders full 
treatment all the Greek sources impossible the notes. Feeling 
obliged ‘‘lay some stress upon the French and German sources 
the play,’’ deplores having had limit himself selecting 
“only such passages seemed strikingly similar thought and 
expression portions Gocthe’s Winkler has likewise 
strongly emphasized the ‘‘psychological processes the various 


German Literature the Century, Princeton University 


Press, 1932. 
From Novalis Nietzsche, New York: Prentice-Hall, 1927. 
Preface, vi. 
vii. 
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particularly the Orestes,’’ that the ideal 
all but lost view. Such verbosity appears still less justifiable 
when one reflects that Philip Allen much the 
following year about third many pages. 


Winkler, with urge for thoroughness commendable 
itself, guilty prolixity rivaled only that William 
Hervey, editor Kabale und Licbe (Holt, 1912), 
edition Faust prime example erudition be- 
yond the reach the groping undergraduate. While the introdue- 
tion fairly lucid and concise, the often admirable notes contain 
material properly belonging studies designed for 
Goethe least for graduate students. Wordy ex- 
cerpts from the writings Iamblichus, Paracelsus, and 
Agrippa von Nettesheim vie with overabundant quotations from 
other Faust commentators and from Herder. Similarly, Goodrich, 
who wrote interesting and introduction Götz von 
Berlichingen, was beguiled into filling his notes with abstruse 
definitions from dictionaries and commentaries, beside far too 
numerous citations real supposed sources, well alleged 
and even proverbs. One could adduce other such in- 
stances stuffing pages with learned padding, 
lengthy bibliographies now largely obsolete critical and exegeti- 


cal works. 


not the purpose this paper dwell upon the frequency 
misunderstood passages and resultant misinterpretations. That 
has been quite ably articles Stuart and 
Dorothy the same time, there are many cases 
where intrinsically unimpeachable syntactical ex- 
planations might well prove baffling the learner 1950. For 
example, Sanborn’s edition Schiller’s Der Neffe als Onkel 
(Maynard, Merrill, Co., 1906) gives the following note habe 
stehen lassen: ‘‘Clauses beginning with relative interrogative 
Misunderstood Passages,’’ German Quarterly, Vol. XV, No. 
(May, 1942), 134-146. 

Re-Editing the German Classies,’’ Ibid., Vol. XX, No, (May, 
1947), 149-165. There likewise strong emphusis the bewildering profusion 


cross-references some the earlier editings. 
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pronouns, subordinating conjunctions, relative interrogative ad- 
verbs dependent clauses take the verb (in compound 
tenses the auxiliary) the end the clause; the subordinating 
conjunction omitted, often indirect discourse, the trans- 
position the verb does not take place, and two infinitives come 
together the end the clause, the auxiliary verb regularly pre- 
cedes Let this elucidation represent the 
category. 


justice the older class texts, must said, however, 
that they are not all verbose and over-edited. Thomas tells 
concerning his commentary Faust that has tried 
useful but not supply ‘‘manual general pre- 
ferring that the learned should him dogmatism rather 
than that the student should find him pardonable zeal 
for care details produced editions which, despite shorteomings, 
were not only scholarly but also more for the less 
days their origin than for the present. Most them were based 
years experience teaching students who were more thor- 
oughly grounded the humanities than ours are today. There- 
fore, whoever considers revising the textbooks question will 
find, after removing the deadwood, that much valuable, even fun- 
damental, material remains for the new edition, whether the 
introduction, notes, glossary (if any). The latter likely 
quite complete and accurate. For instance, upon editing Schiller’s 
Jungfrau 1927, Heffner was able retain Hervey’s vocabulary 
many years before with only few additions and 
Similarly, the short summaries the divisions the literary 
work are often worthy retention with slight alteration. 


What then should the requisites new edition? First, 
up-to-date appearance and format for the book, with good, clear 
print for all sections. Next, approved text with modernized 
spelling and punctuation. Then interestingly-written introduc- 
tion containing the information essential adequate under- 
standing the background more, less. Following that, 
notes which present convenient arrangement, single lines 


Sanborn, 121. 
Preface, ii. 


Preface, iv. 
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short paragraphs, whatever clarification needed for reading 
the text intelligently. Lastly, handy, well-spaced vocabulary 
(supposing one advisable), concise its definitions and confined 
should list such works would appropriate for the reserved 


shel a 


Several fairly recent texts exemplify large part what de- 
sirable for present-day instructional purposes. They are Lessing’s 
Minna, the edition Leopold and Goedsche (Heath, 1937), 
with excellent foot-note translations idioms and ex- 
Hermann und Dorothea, edited Busse and 
Keil (Heath, Goethe’s Urfaust, with German introduction 
and notes and full Lenz and Nock (Harper, 
and Goethe’s Poems, set forth Eastman (Crofts, 1941). 
Otherwise, the Classical period and, great extent, the nine- 
teenth century present wide-open field for revision re-editing 
badly out-dated good alternative would compile 
suitable anthology German Romanticism, make some 
single masterpiece Romantie literature, like Brentano’s Ge- 
schichte vom braven Kasperl und dem schönen Annerl, available 
for class use. 

Although editorial effort the type suggested will not prove 
remuncrative some sensational reader spuriously 
introduction the language, will have the merit being 
scholarly achievement, and should such col- 
leagues and administrative officials. undertaking this kind, 
conscientiously followed through, becomes work mature 
scholarship, positively the research level. cannot ade- 
quately accomplished odd moments between teaching duties and 
multiplicity extracurricular activities; rather, such task re- 
quires concentrated application and hence certain academic in- 
tegrity which precludes even the slightest implication what has 


Mention should here made the Faust Vocabulary (Heath) and 
The Gretchen Episode (Houghton Mifflin), just now being published under 
the editorship of R.-M. S. Heffner, Helmut Rehder, and W. F. Twaddell, 
with view meeting the needs students intermediate level com- 
petence. According preliminary announcements, these publications antici- 
pate forthcoming new edition the complete poem. 
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late years sometimes been called ‘‘textbook racket.’’ Whatever 
standpoint the mid-twentieth century editor may take toward his 
predecessors more serene days language instruction, should 
feel inspired their attainment scholars and their exemplary 
thoroughness and patience. Under ought 
exploit their contributions knowledge merely money-making 
venture. preparing classical texts for the years ahead, let him 
seek satisfy the demands erudite confréres, but the same 
time remember the phrase which Calvin Thomas employed sixty- 
two years ago the title-page his edition Goethe’s Torquato 
Tasso: ‘‘Edited for the Use 


CARL JR. 


Louisiana State University, 


Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


THE TEACHER GERMAN—INSTRUCTOR 
EDUCATOR* 


For least two decades, teachers German have been 
lamenting the fact that there general trend away from lan- 
guage learning, and that, even where elementary courses have 
kept their enrollment, advanced courses are being elected 
decreasing number students. Such disproportion between 
elementary and advanced courses itself exceedingly de- 
plorable phenomenon; for introductory courses languages, er- 
cept the most difficult ones, more belong the regular col- 
lege curriculum than English courses freshmen composition. 
Those stages should have been mastered our grade and high 
schools that the colleges could rely adequate preparation 
English and foreign languages basis for more mature 
studies languages and literatures. Yet expect any improve- 
ment the lower levels education has proved utopian the 
past and there are signs that will less utopian the fu- 
ture. Not only the colleges not exert any pressure the high 
schools remove their deficiencies, they even show tendency 
remove the foreign languages from their entrance requirements 
and reduce the language requirements for college graduation 
minimum abolish altogether. Thus the foreign languages, 
which used considered essential part any liberal arts 
program and the sine qua non educated person, are dan- 
ger being squeezed out the curriculum least required 
studies. doubted that the near future the study 
German will reduced the level the classical but 
would wrong and perhaps fatal entertain any illusions 
about the existing threat. 


For years teachers German have suffered more than the 
teachers French and, many cases more even than the teachers 
Spanish, from the fact that too few high schools offered any 


Paper read the Ohio Chapter meeting the American Association 
Teachers German Columbus, Ohio, April 22, 1950. 
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German, that were forced devote most our time and 
energy elementary and some second year German. 
ceeded getting about ten percent our students into third year 
courses, perhaps reinforced some immigrants, refugees and 
G.I.’s, considered ourselves fortunate. There any 
doubt that even the teaching the elements foreign language 
with all its mechanical drill and tedious corrections offers plenty 
opportunity give one’s students more than mere knowledge 
facts; personal contacts may produce intangible influence 
upon any kind work matter how dull may appear. Yet 
there always remains the enormous gap between the elements 
which one teaching and those values which, under ideal eondi- 
tions, could and should made accessible through the foreign 
medium. highly depressing and may even somewhat de- 
moralizing we, teachers German, feel that are 
resign ourselves more and more the tool end the language 
learning process, i.e., the function instructor, and can 
never hope attain the level higher edueation which ideas 
and not mere words are primary importance. With some ex- 
ceptions, the same dilemma will continue even the literature 
courses given the foreign medium, although there much depends 
the ability the instructor exhaust the vital problems con- 
tained the works literature spite all difficulties imposed 
upon him inadequate mastery the foreign language 
the part the students. 


There remains but one solution which meets the problems 
decreasing enrollment complete disappearance courses ad- 
German literature well that the teacher who de- 
sires educator that level for which prepared himself 
with his graduate study, and that the introduction courses 
German literature translation. doubt such courses have 
their serious limitations the choice material and the dis- 
difficulty procuring the necessary texts. Yet the ad- 
vantages such courses the undergraduate level for both stu- 
dents and teachers are such that they should undertaken where- 
ever the enrolment advanced literature courses threatens the 
existence German literature courses altogether. our depart- 
ment Oberlin College instituted such course about ten 
years ago. began with about ten students, dropped zero dur- 
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ing the war years, then grew suddenly and unexpectedly over 
twenty students, and was finally supplemented seminar 
course Comparative Literature two years ago; and this seminar 
had such large enrollment that now have two sections fifteen 
students each, Thus the course time the number students 
those two courses alone rose from ten fifty, and almost all 
them are students who otherwise would never have come into con- 
tact with German literature all. Besides have carried 
smaller classes German literature conducted the German 


language. 


The success these literature translation courses however 
must probably attributed radical reorientation the edu- 
approach. the beginning, the course was conducted 
more less along the traditional lines interpretation, although 
without particular emphasis esthetic form and with principal 
emphasis the general, philosophical and moral problems con- 
tained the works under discussion. The questions and the term 
papers the students soon showed that many them were trying 
find answers their personal problems and the general prob- 
lems confronting our present world. Others related the material 
offered the course their majors, philosophy, psy- 
chology, sociology, history, ete., and very few showed interest 
the strictly literary and aspects the works. Judging 
from the point view the traditional literature course that 
may seem highly undesirable. Yet the final analysis, the stu- 
dents’ attitude must considered perfectly justified, since the 
literary artist himself with the problems his time, 
that his work the main artistic response those prob- 
lems. Furthermore, what constitutes the lasting value work 
literature the fact that the problems with which the author 
was concerned are general human problems which, one form 
another, are still with us. True, the problems are those specific 
historical period and the literary historian must interpret them 
the playground the time which they were written. How- 
ever the modern reader cannot and should not prevented from 
translating those problems into problems his own time; for such 
translation gives new life and significance the works the past 
makes them contemporaneous experience. What for instance 
should prevent modern American reader from applying the idea 
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tolerance, exposed Lessing’s Nathan der Weise, the racial 
discrimination prevailing the United States? Or, why should 
Chinese student, mention case recent experience, 
prevented from examining the relation between Buddhists and 
Christians her own country the basis Lessing’s play? Or, 
after reading Ludwig’s Erbförster, Gerhart Hauptmann’s Die 
Weber and Georg Kaiser’s Gas, what would more natural than 
examine the whole trend labor and the depersonali- 
zation process modern labor the basis observations made 
those plays? 


Thus the general aspects political problems may diseussed 
connection with Schiller’s works from Wallenstein through 
Wilhelm Tell, Kleist’s Prinz Friedrich von Homburg, and Heb- 
bel’s Agnes Bernauer, the problems emancipation woman 
the basis Hebbel’s Maria Magdalene and Ibsen’s plays which, 
parenthetically, form part our course order bridge the 
gap between Hebbel and naturalism. The function tradition 
progressive society may studied connection with almost any 
author the nineteenth century. 


The question may justly asked why such one-sided emphasis 
dramatic literature. The answer that lies partly personal 
preference, partly however, has its practical reasons the fact 
that authors concentrate the problem within minimum 
space, and present them dialectical form. The concentrated 
form presentation has the advantage that one can, necessary, 
assign the reading whole work from one period another 
and discuss its major problem its entirety. The dialectical form 
has the obvious advantage placing the two sides the problem 
immediately before the mind the student, while requires 
much greater maturity and practice his part induce the 
various aspects from short story novel. 


One may also object that such approach literature may 
by-pass the real objective the course and finally degenerate into 
debating The danger, course, cannot denied. But 
has been experience that the students themselves resent digres- 
sions into vagaries and that the better students will insist 
stricter discipline the teacher fails exert the necessary con- 
trol. the other hand, the teacher sueceeds preserving the 
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proper balance between interpretation the text and the 
sion the general problems involved his most grateful students 
will those who have been exposed strictly inter- 
pretation literature, and who now realize, perhaps for the first 
time, that study literature does not necessarily mean seclusion 
the ivory tower the connoisseur, but that may help them 
understand life itself all its manifestations and see prob- 
lems and possible solutions where they have been following the 
comfortable path adjustment and tradition judgment and preju- 
dice. Students philosophy and the social sciences may discover 
that literature presents many the problems which they have 
studied more less the abstract, exemplified atmosphere 
which they receive additional meaning. Moreover, invites the 
student attempt correlation and integration several fields, 
which, after all, one the major difficulties and one the 
most important objectives liberal educatior, and, unfortu- 
nately, one for which even some our colleagues are inadequately 
prepared because they themselves have been exposed very 
narrow professional training. 


Thus arrive further, and perhaps the most important, 
advantage for the teacher who desires more than mere 
imparter knowledge. order really service his 
students must prepared answer questions which transcend 
his narrow field knowledge; must keep steady contact 
with all major problems our personal, national and international 
life and think them through the light the solutions indicated 
the literature which presents class. this way, 
forced develop consistent philosophy steady contact with 
life, constantly challenged young people whose views range 
from narrow orthodoxy hard-boiled cynicism, and the ex- 
change ideas must gain the respect his students whether 
they agree with him not. extremely difficult task which 
requires constant orientation and reorientation, but one which pays 
ample dividends the form service rendered students who 
themselves are groping for orientation our confused and 
confusing world. 


mentioned before, our Oberlin course German Liter- 
ature Translation was recently supplemented seminar 


E 
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Comparative Literature. Utilizing the experience the eourse 
German Literature, the seminar too deviates from the traditional 
pattern that not concerned with the interrelation litera- 
tures the course history, nor with the characteristics style 
periods, nor with esthetie theories and their application litera- 
ture, nor with technical aspects structure, character portrayal, 
probability action and the classical unities. Nor that there any 
doubt the usefulness and the necessity training students 
those aspects, but these aspects receive much attention other 
courses that seemed advisable emphasize those aspects which 
for one reason other receive less attention the more strictly 
professional courses. More radically even than the Literature 
Translation course, which the historical sequence from classi- 
cal contemporary literature was found most expedient, the 
seminar course concentrated ideas expressed various litera- 
tures. try study, much possible, within the limits 
two hour sessions year, works Western literature; ancient 
and modern, and Russian authors, such Turgenev, Dostoyevsky, 
Tolstoy, Chekhov and Gorki. The Russian authors were included 
our study because considerable number students are ac- 
quainted with some the best works Russian literature (which, 
contrast German literature, are easily accessible the Modern 
Library). Furthermore much Kussian literature shares with the 
works German literature uncompromising search 
for ultimate truth and concern for the self-realization 
human personality and for society based humanitarian 
values. its continuous struggle with the impact Western 
civilization submits the traditional views the West much 
more radical scrutiny than, e.g., such outstanding Western 
modern society Ibsen. Apart from becoming acquaint- 
with some the best world literature the students are thus 
challenged reexamine their own religious, moral, and social 
views and judgments and deeper understanding 
their own tradition, its limitations and the possibilities improv- 
ing human relations the basis more fundamental analysis 
than one-sided European approach can possibly provide. 


For the past two years the discussion the first semester 
this seminar centered around religious and metaphysical questions. 
Under the general topic Man and God, diseussed such works 


ity 
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the Book Job, Aeschylos’ Prometheus, Goethe’s Faust (Pro- 
logue Heaven), and Andreyev’s Anathema. The relation between 
religion and ethies, the ethization process Greek religion, the 
shift from moral religion, and back humanitarian 
religion was the topic number sessions based reports and 
several Greek tragedies, Calderon’s Devotion the 
Cross, Lessing’s Nathan der Weise, and Dostoyevsky’s Grand In- 
quisitor and the chapters The Russian Monk and Alyosha 
The Brothers Karamazov. The search for meaning life, its 
negative and positive aspects, was studied the basis Goethe’s 
Faust, Ibsen’s Peer Gynt, Andreyev’ Life Man, and Tolstoy’s 
Three Deaths and Master and Man. During the second semester 
concentrated more problems such the development 
personality, personal love and love fellowmen, tradition and 
progress, war and peace, ete. 


Such questions may seem beyond the reach the under- 
graduate student. Yet must consider that only the better stu- 
dents from all departments feel the inclination take seminar 
that kind, and they take for the very reason that offers 
challenge their intellectual ability. Furthermore, are using 
mimeographed Reading Guide direct the students reading 
the texts with reference the particular problems under diseus- 
sion. The results have been, the whole, exceedingly 
again and again one surprised observe how seriously concerned 
the best our students are with such problems and how much in- 
spiration they are able derive from the study literature when 
conducted along more less philosophical lines. 


like repeat that spite the disappointing 
decline interest studying our language there are still possi- 
bilities saving some the greatest values our field, and thus 
preserving the dignity the educator within us. 


Oberlin College, 
Oberlin Ohio 


DIE AUSWAHL DES LESESTOFFS 


APPELT 


Wer die den letzten Jahren erschienenen Bücher und 
Zeitschriftenartikel durschsieht, die mit dem fremdsprachlichen 
Unterricht befassen, muß den Eindruck gewinnen, daß wir uns 
heute viel weniger mit Fragen der praktischen Unterrichtsarbeit 
als früher beschäftigen. den Fragen, die seit Jahren nicht be- 
handelt worden sind, gehört auch die Auswahl des Lesestoffs 
Selbst unsere anerkannten Methodiker schweigen sieh darüber aus 
oder begnügen sieh mit einigen Bemerkungen. Und 
doch verdient die Auswahl des Lesestoffs eine gründliche Be- 
handlung, denn allen Zeiten ist das Lesen als das Kernstück des 
fremdsprachlichen Unterrichts angesehen worden. Wenn wir heute 
den mündlichen Gebrauch der Sprache wieder mehr den Vorder- 
grund treten lassen, bedeutet das keineswegs, daß die 
Bedeutung verloren hat, sie hat sogar gewonnen. Was 
wir mit unsern Schülern oder Studenten lesen, wird immer ent- 
scheidenden Einfluß auf den Erfolg oder Mißerfolg unserer Unter- 
richtsarbeit ausüben, ganz gleich, welehe Methode wir anwenden 
oder welches Ziel wir erreichen wollen. Vom Lesestoff wird 
abhängen, der Student die auf das Studium der Sprache ver- 
wendete Zeit als nützlich gebraueht oder verschwendet ansehen 
wird. Nicht selten wird nach der der Klasse gelesenen Aus- 
wahl die ganze deutsche Literatur beurteilen und vielleicht lebens- 
lang eine Abneigung oder ein tiefergehendes Interesse dafür be- 
kommen. Haben wir nicht schon wiederholt erlebt, daß ein 
Student durch das Gelesene beeindruckt wurde, daß sich 
entschied, Deutsch seinem Haupfach wählen? Wenn 
heute dem fremdsprachlichen Unterricht eine erhöhte Bedeutung 
beigemessen wird, ergibt sich daraus für uns Lehrer die Pflicht, 
durch das Unterrieht Gebotene nicht enttäuschen, vielmehr 
zeigen, daß das Studium einer Sprache mehr bedeutet, als das 
Aneignen einiger Wörter und Phrasen, und daß die Beschäftigung 
mit einer fremden Sprache und Kultur einen hohen bildenden 
Wert besitzt. Gilt das für das Studium jeder Fremdsprache, hat 
dieser Gesichtspunkt heute besondere Bedeutung für den Lehrer 
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des Deutschen. Heute mehr denn zuvor muß die Auswahl des 
Unterricht verwendenden Lesestoffs mit größter Sorgfalt und 
Überlegung vorgenommen werden, dureh Proben aus der Lite- 
ratur Seele des Schülers und Studenten ien Bild des deut- 
schen Menschen sche*fen, das frei von den Entstellungen ist, die 
den letzten Jahren erhalten hat. 


Eine sorgfältige Auswahl des Lesestoffs wird auch nötig, wenn 
wir die Fülle des angebotenen Lesematerials denken. Wieviel 
ist doch darunter, das der heutigen Jugend wenig sagen hat, 
weil darin sich eine Zeit spiegelt, deren Ideale unserer Zeit fremd 
geworden sind. Unser literarischer Gschmack hat sieh gewandelt, 
und können wir nicht erwarten, daß unsere junge Generation 
sich Lesestoffen ergötzt, die vor oder Jahren gelesen 
wurden, ohne vielleicht schon damals sich besonderer Beliebtheit 
erfreuen. 


Wie schwierig die Auswahl des Lesestoffs ist, erfahren zuerst 
die Herausgeber der Lesebücher und Texte. Aus der Fülle des 
vorhandenen Schrifttums müssen sie auswählen, was als Textbuch 
die Hände der Lernenden gelangen soll. jedem Jahr, 
Monat, vermehrt sich die Zahl der Bücher, die gelesen und 
beurteilt werden müssen. Und der Herausgeber hat nicht nur den 
literarischen Wert eines Buches beurteilen, sondern muß 
auch feststellen, sich zur Verwendung Unterricht eignet. 
Daß wir Neusprachler mit einer lebenden Sprache und sich 
dauernd vermehrenden Literatur tun haben, ist gewiß ein 
Vorzug, liegt darin aber auch eine wichtige Verpflichtung, näm- 
lich sich auf dem Laufenden über die Neuerscheinungen 
erhalten. mehr die Herausgeber selbst den Atem der Zeit 
der Literatur verspüren, desto mehr werden sie erkennen, daß 
ihre Pflicht ist, lebende Literatur der Jugend zugänglich 
machen. lebhafter die Jugend fühlen wird, daß das, was sie 
liest, sie persönlich angeht, die behandelten Probleme auch die 
ihrigen sind, desto mehr Interesse wird sie dem Studium der 
fremden Sprache und Literatur entgegenbringen. 


den ersten beiden Collegejahren, von denen hier allein die 
Rede sein soll, dürfte sich empfehlen, nur Lesestoffe 
verwenden, die ein Bild deutschen Lebens unserer Zeit geben. 
Wird ein Lesetext gebraucht, der der Vergangenheit spielt, 
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sollten jedoch die ihm ausgesprochenen Gedanken und 
Ideen nicht veraltet sein und auch unserer Zeit noch Giiltigkeit 
haben. Ein Lesestoff, der die religiösen, politischen und sonstigen 
Gefühle der Mitglieder einer Klasse verletzten könnte, sollte 
besten nicht benutzt werden. heute unsere Studenten Zeit- 
schriften, Zeitungen und Filmen das gegenwärtige Deutschland 
kennenlernen, brauchen wir uns nicht scheuen, auch Lesestoffe 
benutzen, die ein Bild der rauhen deutschen Gegenwart geben, 
vorausgesetzt, daß uns solche Lesetexte zugänglich sind. Sie haben 
nich® nur den Vorzug der Lebensnähe, soweit der Inhalt 
Frage kommt, sondern sind auch der Sprache von heute 
geschrieben, die den Studenten immer mehr als die Sprache der 
Vergangenheit interessiert. 


Seit einigen Jahren betonen wir mit Reeht die Wichtigkeit 
kulturkundlicher Lesestoffe. Wir betrachten als unsere Aufgabe, 
dem Schüler wie dem Studenten einige Kenntnis des deutschen 
Volkes vermitteln, wie lebt, wie denkt und fühlt, was 
für die Welt und Menschheit geleistet hat und wie auch einzelne 
Deutsche für Amerika eine Bedeutung gehabt haben. Die Erfüllung 
dieser Aufgabe ist ungemein wichtig, gibt sie doch damit unserm 
Unterrieht eine viel höhere Bedeutung. Die noch bescheidene 
Kenntnis eines fremden Volkes und seiner kulturellen Entwicklung 
bringt dem jungen Menschen zum Bewußtsein, was seinem 
eigenen Volke und seiner Kultur besitzt, weitet seinen Bliek und 
stärkt ihm das Bewußtsein der Weltverbundenheit. Bei der 
Kürze der Zeit, die unserer Jugend für das Studium der fremden 
Spraehen und Kulturen zur Verfügung steht, ergibt sich die 
Forderung, bei der Auswahl der Lesestoffe nur berück- 
sichtigen, die tatsächlich deutsches Leben darstellen. Novellen, 
denen der deutsche Hintergrund fehlt, oder die farblos ihrem 
Charkter sind, daß sie auch französischen oder spanischen 
Unterricht gelesen werden, verdienen nicht, uns wochenlang 
beschäftigen, selbst wenn sie andere Vorzüge haben sollten. Der 
kulturkundliehe Unterricht gerät leieht Gefahr, das Einüben 
geographischer und geschichtlicher Namen und Tatsachen aus- 
zuarten, was mit einer kulturkundlichen Einstellung des Unter- 
richts wenig tun hat. Gewiß müssen einige Namen und Tat- 
sachen gelernt werden, damit sollte aber schon ersten Semester 
und ersten Jahre begonnen werden. Unsere ersten Lesebücher 
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sollten derartiges Material enthalten; kann nicht deutschen 
Quellen entnommen werden, muB eben vom Verfasser des 
Lesebuchs geschrieben werden. Die Erfahrung zeigt, daß Col- 
legestudenten derartigen belehrenden Stoffen mehr Interesse 
entgegenbringen, als den seit Generationen sieh forterbenden 
Anekdoten und die ehemals deutschen Kinder- 
büchern beheimatet waren. Der mit der deutschen Kulturgeschichte 
vertraute Lehrer wird jeden Tag Gelegenheit finden, das kultur- 
kundliche Wissen und Erkennen seiner erweitern, 
besten wird aber tun können, wenn geeignete Lesestoffe 


zur hat. 


Nur früh verlassen uns unsere Studenten, meistens nach 
dem zweiten Jahr ihres wenn sie die sprach- 
liche Fähigkeit haben, nun mit dem Lesen der eigentlichen 
Literatur beginnen können. ihnen wenigstens ein großes 
Werk Geistes und Diehtkunst nahezubringen, 
versucht man Colleges und auch höhern Schulen, 
ein Werk Schillers, etwa den oder ein Werk Goethes, 
Hermann und Dorothea‘‘, lesen. Die sich 
ergebenden Schwierigkeiten sind meistens groß, daß der 
tägliche Fortschritt sehr gering ist und die Lektüre für 
und Lehrer wenig Freude und Genuß bedeutet. den 
letzten Jahren ist die verfrühte Beschäftigung mit den Klassikern 
wiederholt getadelt worden. Als Ausweg aus den Schwierigkeiten 
ist vorgeschlagen worden, nur die wichtigsten Stellen der großen 
Werke deutscher Sprache und der Originalform lesen. 
Vielleicht würde dann aber empfehlen sein, die ausgewählten 
Stellen durch einfache Prosaerzählung verbinden. Ganz 
abgesehen davon, daß der Leser einen vollständigen Eindruck 
des Werkes bekommen würde, hätte auch Gelegenheit, den 
eingestreuten Prosastücken seinen eigenen Ausdruck schulen. 
Die Erfahrung lehrt, daß Studenten, die monatelang Verse lesen, 
Ausdruck sich eher verschlechtern als verbessern. 
Schulausgaben der angedeuteten Art sind noch nicht 
erschienen, weshalb Beobachtungen über ihre parktische Verwend- 
barkeit noch nicht gemacht werden konnten. Die Schwierigkeit 
der Klassiker macht darum nötig, sie frühestens vierten 
Semester gebrauchen, wenn man eben glaubt, ohne sie nicht 


meistens wohl 


auskommen können. 
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Die wichtigste Anforderung, die man jeden Lesestoff 
muß, ist, daß literarisch und sprachlich wertvoll sein muß, denn 
unsere karg bemessene Zeit ist kostbar, sie mit minder- 
wertiger Literatur vergeuden, selbst wenn dabei der Wort- 
schatz des Studenten bereichert werden sollte. Vielleicht wäre 
empfehlen, einmal unsere Leselisten durchzusehen und aile 
Texte daraus entfernen, die nicht zur besseren Literatur 
gehören und auch Deutschland nie dazu gerechnet wurden. 
Auch der Umstand, daß ein Werk literaturgeschichtlich wichtig 
ist, sollte uns nicht veranlassen, es,mit den Studenten des ersten 
oder zweiten Jahres Deutsehunterrieht lesen, den fort- 
geschrittenen Kursen, die hier nieht Betracht gezogen werden 
sollen, mögen wohl Gründe für eine Beschäftigung mit 
Werken vorhanden sein. wir den oder „Hermann 
und Dorothea,‘‘ werden wir immer die machen, 
daß den Studenten schwer fällt, die gelesenen Gedanken 
Worten auszudrücken. Vielleicht wäre darum 
empfehlen, unsern Schulausgaben statt der langatmigen, gelehrien 
Einleitungen englischer Sprache Aufsätze deutscher Sprache 
einzufügen, die sich mit dem Hintergrund, dem Schauplatz usw. 
beschäftigen. könnten auch kleinere Abschnitte aus deut- 
schen kulturgeschichtlichen, soziologischen, musikgeschichtlichen 
usw. Werken abgedruckt werden. Der Student bekäme Gelegen- 
heit, sich wissenschaftlicher Prosa versuchen, was einer 
Zeit, der Ruf nach Prosa immer lauter wird, 
gewiß ein Vorteil für die Ausbildung und für den Unterricht 
wäre. 


Eine andere Frage, die sich der Lehrer bei der Auswahl des 
Lesestoffs vorlegen muß, ist die, eine Sammlung von Ge- 
schiehten oder eine Ganzschrift lesen soll. allgemeinen scheinen 
unsere Studenten Sammlungen vorzuziehen, vorausgesetzt, daß 
sich vollständige Geschichten und nicht Kapitel aus 
größeren Werken handelt. Der Nachteil, daß einer Sammlung 
verschiedene Stile mit wechselndem Wortschatz finden sind, 
wird durch den Vorteil aufgewogen, daß man mehr Abwechselung 
hat. Unsere Verleger und Herausgeber tragen dieser Einstellung 
unserer Studenten auch denn neue Sammlungen 
erscheinen jedem Jahre. Ist die Auswahl von Novellen, die uns 
zur Verfügung steht, eine recht gute, kann das nicht von 
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dramatischen Werken behauptet werden. Und doch sollten Lust- 
spiele und Einakter viel mehr als Lesestoff benutzt werden. Nicht 
allein, Abwechselung die meistens ernste Lektiire 
bringen, sondern auch den Studenten mehr mit der ,,gesproch- 
Sprache Berührung bringen. Auch deutsche Gedichte 
sollten nie Leseplan einer Klasse fehlen. Sind sie leicht genug, 
werden sie auch bald von den Studenten freudig aufgenommen 
werden, die glauben, lyrische Poesie ablehnen miissen. Ist das 
gelesene und gelernte Gedicht dann noch singbar, wird auf 
noch größere Beliebtheit rechnen können und wird vielleicht noch 
Jahren Gedächtnis wenn manches vergessen 
worden ist, das Deutschunterricht gelernt wurde. 


Während früher fast nur Novellen oder Sammlungen von 
Geschichten ersten und zweiten Jahre des Deutschunterrichts 
gelesen wurden, manchmal durch ein Schauspiel oder ein Lustspiel 
ergänzt, erhebt man den letzten Jahren die Forderung, nach 
undichterischer Prosa immer lauter. Wie weit diese Forderung 
werden soll, wird von dem Ziel des Unterrichts und 
der Zusammensetzung der Klasse abhängen. Sollen die Studenten 
hauptsächlich für den Gebrauch des Deutschen den Wissen- 
schaften vorbereitet werden, hat man wenige Studenten der 
Klasse, die ein literarisches Interesse haben, wird man schon 
Anfang des zweiten Jahres Stoffe lesen, die sich mehr den 
realen Sinn als die Phantasie wenden. Auf jeden Fall sollte 
aber letzten Teil des zweiten Jahres jeder Student Gelegenheit 
haben, etwas lesen, das nicht aus der Feder eines Dichters 
geflossen ist. Gerade die Ereignisse der Gegenwart weisen auf 
Themen und Probleme hin, die auch deutscher Behandlung, 
Interesse erregen können. Allerdings ist die Zahl derartiger Texte 
zur Zeit noch sehr gering, ist aber anzunehmen, daß neue 
Textbücher, die zeitgemäße Themen aus den verschiedenen 
Gebieten behandeln, bald werden. Sie sollten nicht nur 
Stoffe aus den sondern auch aus der Ge- 
schiehte, der Volkswirtschaft, der der Musik- 
usw. enthalten und nicht nur interessant sein und 
Belehrung bieten, sondern auch gleichzeitig 
auf das Deutsch der wissenschaftlichen Literatur vorbereiten. 
Rahmen derartiger Lesebiicher würde auch möglich werden, 
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dem deutschen Essay einen Platz gewähren, der ihm bis jetzt 
nur selten eingeräumt worden ist. 


Wie oben angedeutet wurde, muß Leseplan einer Klasse 
und Schule Abwechselung herrschen, wenn das Interesse der 
Studenten nicht erlahmen und das Ziel des Unterrichts erreicht 
werden soll. wird sich immer empfehlen, mit einem 
Text beginnen, besonders, wenn ein langer Sommer die Studien 
unterbrochen hat und die der neuen Klasse dem 
Lehrer noch ziemlich unbekannt ist. der Lesestoff ist, 
desto schneller kann durchgearbeitet werden, und die münd- 
liche Betätigung kommt auch mehr ihrem Rechte. Wie leicht 
ein Buch sein muß, mit Freuden gelesen werden, wird 
immer von dem sprachlichen Stande der Klasse abhängen, sehr 
oft von dem Anfängerbuche, das vorher benutzt worden ist. Hat 
das Elementarbuch nur einen begrenzten Wortschatz gehabt, 
wird das erste Buch zweiten Unterrichtsjahre mit besonderer 
Sorgfalt ausgewählt werden müssen. Lesestoff, durch den man 
sich nur langsam und mit Mühe vorwärts bringt, wirkt 
entmutigend auf den Studierenden und vermindert die Arbeitslust. 
Viele neue Wörter, lange Sätze, viele Attribute, zahlreiche 
idiomatische und altertümliche Wendungen und Dialektausdriicke 
machen jeden Lesestoff schwer und darum besonders ungeeignet 
für die Hauslektüre. Bücher dagegen regen die Leselust 
an, was besonders wichtig für die freiwillige Lektüre ist. Die 
Hauslektüre ist aber deswegen wichtig, weil dadurch dem 
Studenten Gelegenheit gegeben wird, das lesen, wofür 
besonderes Interesse hat. Der zukünftige Wissenschaftler liest 
gewöhnlich gern die Biographie eines deutschen Forschers oder 
Gelehrten, und die interessierte Musikstudentin vertieft sich gern 
einmal die Lebensgeschichte eines deutschen Musikers oder 
eine deutsche Musikgeschichte, vorausgesetzt, daß der Lehrer 
versteht, dazu anzuregen und ermutigen. 


Eine andere Frage, über die sich der Lehrer bei der Auswahl 
des Lesestoffs Rechenschaft geben muß, ist die, Texte 
benutzen will, aus denen vom Herausgeber gewisse sprachliche 
Schwierigkeiten entfernt worden sind. Neuerdings sind einige 
Texte erschienen, denen das geschehen ist, und sie haben 
scheinbar Anklang gefunden, man sich wohl sagt, daß 
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frühen Stadium der mit einer fremden Sprache 
der Studierende wenig auf stilistische und sonstige Schönheiten 
achtet, sich vielmehr damit begnügt, den Verlauf der Handlung 
gewinnen. Das mag wohl zutreffen, doch wird immer darauf 
ankommen, wieviel der Text oder worden 
ist. allgemeinen sollte man auf das diehterische Kunstwerk 
die Mahnung Luthers anwenden „Das Wort sie sollen lassen 


Doch nicht nur der Inhalt eines Buches, sondern auch sein 
AuBeres ist wichtig fiir seine Verwendung Unterricht. den 
letzten Jahren haben sich unsere Verleger bemüht, den Lesebiichern 
und Texten ein einladendes, weniger schulbuchmäßiges Aussehen 
geben. Die Einbände sind freundlicher, die Nachkriegser- 
zeugnisse haben durchweg besseres Papier und sind recht sauber 
gedruckt. begrüßen ist es, daß man letzter Zeit dazu 
übergeht, unsere Textbücher Antiqua statt Fraktur 
drucken, denn ist bekannt, daß Deutschland heute fast 
nur noch die Antiqua benutzt wird. Betrachtet man die bildliche 
Ausstattung unserer Bücher, muß man leider feststellen, daß 
die den Büchern beigegebenen Bilder und Illustrationen, von 
wenigen Ausnahmen abgesehen, weder künstlerisch noch päda- 
dem Leser eine geschilderte Situation und sie 
liefern auch kaum Stoff Besprechungen. Vielleicht ist die 
des Bildes für den fremdsprachlichen Unterricht noch 
nicht hinreichend erkannt worden. Wenn wir bedenken, daß doch 
jede Geschichte, jedes Lesestück den Studenten eine Umgebung 
versetzt, wofür ihm das Verständnis wenn nicht ganz, doch 
teilweise fehlt, weil einem andern Lebenskreise angehört, 
muß man zugeben, daß gute Bilder sind. 
Der interessierte Lehrer wird darum, falls die Wahl hat, das 
illustrierte Buch dem nicht illustrierten vorziehen. Dasselbe gilt 
auch, wenn sieh entscheiden hat, einen Text mit oder 
ohne Fragen und Anmerkungen wählen soll. Selbst wenn man 
glaubt, ohne auszukommen und sie selbst sogar besser 
formulieren kann, wird man ein Textbuch mit Fragen vorziehen, 
weil sie für den Studenten wiehtig sind, der der Klasse gefehlt 
hat, und auch für die Hausarbeit nützlich sein können, vorausge- 
setzt, daß sie benutzt werden. Solange von unsern Studenten Text- 


gogisch wertvoll sind. Gewöhnlieh sind die Bilder nieht geeignet, 
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bücher mit Wörterverzeichnissen gebraucht werden, sollte man 
nur solche Bücher ersten und zweiten Jahre benutzen, deren 
Wörterliste vollständig ist. Wer beobachtet hat, wie verärgert 
der Benutzer eines Buches wird, wenn immer wieder vergeblich 
nach einem Wort gesucht hat, der wird die Bücher ablehnen, die 
kein vollständiges Wörterverzeichnis enthalten. Sollten wir uns 
allerdings entschließen können, schon frühzeitig ein kleines 
Wörterbuch einzuführen, was von manchen erfahrenen Lehrern 
empfohlen wird, würde das die Wörterverzeichnisse den 
Texten überflüssig machen und damit gleichzeitig die Möglichkeit 
schaffen, unser Leseprogramm vielseitiger gestalten, man 
dann manches Buch, manche kleine Schrift lesen könnte, die als 
Schulausgabe kaum erscheinen würde. 


Die aller Gesichtspunkte, die hier angedeutet 
wurden und die noch vermehrt werden könnten, wird nieht immer 
möglich sein. Letzten Endes wird auch bei der Auswahl des 
Lesestoffs die Persönlichkeit des Lehrers von ausschlaggebender 
Bedeutung für den Erfolg des benutzten Lesematerials scin. Man 
kann wohl sagen, daß die Auswahl des Lesestoffs, die ein Lehrer 
trifft, einem Glaubensbekenntnis gleichkommt. Das Wort Goethes 
„Sage mir, mit wem umgehst, sage ich dir, wer bist,‘‘ 
kann auch auf den Lehrer und die von ihm gewählten Unter- 
richtsbiicher angewendet werden. zeigt dabei, 
Schüler und ihre Interessen kennt, sich über das Ziel seiner 
Unterrichtsarbeit klaren ist, und sich der großen 
Verantwortung bewußt ist, die seinen Händen liegt, nämlich 
junge Menschen bilden und formen helfen, die durch das 
Studium einer fremden Sprache und Literatur bessere Bürger 
ihres Landes und bessere Bürger der Welt werden wollen. 


University Rochester, 


Rochester, New York 


u 


SONNET ANDREAS GRYPHIUS 
THE BIRTH JESUS 
Translated GEORGE SCHOOLFIELD 


Night, lighter than the day! Night, more than brilliant night! 
Night, brighter than the sun, which the light erected 

That God, light dwelt light, has for that iight 

night, which all nights, all days may give despite. 


night, replete with joys, which lament and fright 
And and what against the world plot effected, 
And fear and agony and terror were rejected. 

The heavens break, but now thunderbolt may smite. 


Who made time and the nights has this night descended 
And rights time and flesh unto himself extended, 
timelessness our flesh and time has signed away. 


The night grown dull with wee, the night sin defeated, 
The darkness the grave must the night cheated. 
more than brilliant night! Night. lighter than the day! 


TIL, 
Harvard University, 


Cambridge, Massachusetts 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


tho Editor: 


Sir: 


Thank you for inviting start the ball rolling writing letter for 
the ‘Letters the Editor’ section the German Quarterly. have long felt 
that teachers German, busy they are with their many assignments, should 
still have some time register their reactions articles, book reviews, and 
notes that might appear from time time their own publication. Again 
and again fine articles have appeared but far anyone knows, there has 
been reader reaction. for the editor know whether 
issue has been successful, for must depend upon the opinions those few 
who habitually write him. reader knows whether this that thesis develop 
the writer article has fallen fertile ground. One the most 
valuable sections Reviews avidly read but apparently one feels 
called give the reviewer pat the back take exception him 
when has done poor inadequate job book, 


Teachers German can benefit still further from the German 
than they already have those who write articles and reviews know that tlıey 
taken task the next issue. also suggesting that clash 
views, (always, hope, well considered) will have positive values. this 
point, should like say that one department the Quarterly could with 
good deal weeding. This criticism the work the Editor, for 
know that this matter his hands are tied. I’m talking about the News 
and Notes Many the reports from chapter secretaries sound childish and 
The individual secretaries should make sure that their reports 
formative, interesting und pertinent. Obviously, uniformity is not possible, nor 
is it wltogether desirable, but let us remember that the lay readers as well as 
our own are not vitally concerned the exact hour meetings 
and one cares particularly that the Chapter sang ‘Du, Du, Liegst Mir 


Herzen’, that Professor Blabworth Blitherspoon led the group-singing. 


On the important mutter of — Reviews — may I suggest that all of us 


more articulate, for only that way will get more the kind texts 


that we want, I am g vr to use for mv diseussion the recent review of the 
text Shorter College German, Evans and Röseler. colleagues have 


been using this text with some success, but we ure not entirely pleased with 


it. Your reviewer, for whatever the gave and 
sent it happily on its way. Out of consideration for our readers who are teach 
ers of German and want the ‘straight goods’ T should sov, let’s have reviews 
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that tell more about the book under serutiny than how compares with 
earlier edition which may all know but not have our elbow consult 


There are several features about this book which I find very troubling. 


One is the length of the vocabularies. I did not count the idiom 


of every vocabulary, but I know from using the text that the ra 
which did take are typical the whole 


53 words; in Lesson 8, 87; in Lesson 9, 90; in Lesson 11, 69; in Lesson 18, 87; 


rammar. Lesson there are 


but Lesson 21, 17. Perhaps they ran out words Lesson 21, 
they thou 


reason. assume average words and idioms for each lesson, and 


ght was about time give the students rest; know the 
this conservative estimate indeed, then should have total over 
1440 words for the book. Even some these are repeats, which should not 
necessary the vocabulary, the psychological effect the same though 
all words were new. The editors, having spent many years teaching German, 
must realize that theirs prodigious number for even the best student 
master one year. will leave out whether not the 
words are all the famed minimum word list. 


the matter presentation paradigms the editors are inconsistent. 
page they present conjugations verbs horizontally across the page; 
page the conjugation given vertically; page 100 they revert the 
horizontal method and page 101 they again conjugate verbs, placing the 
forms vertically one below the other. This confusing students. The same 
inconsistencies govern the handling the imperatives. 

neither good pedagogy nor otherwise desirable give the 
ease the noun for nine lessons and then with the complete principal 
parts thereafter. Similary, why not give the principal parts the verbs when 
presenting them the first time? 


Has not generally been agreed that learning nouns class member- 
ship inefficient; that there are many exceptions rules regarding 
membership that desirable learn noun with all its principal parts 
from the outset? While these classifications may included somewhere 
the text, just perhaps worthwhile show the ablaut series strong 
verbs, they are certainly not essential the mastery German. 

All which simply way saying that need adopt fairly 
clear and uniform system presenting grammatical materials. Why, cer- 
tain practices are abandoned general consent one time, should they 
permitted return twenty years later textbook because the author learn- 
his German that way and has not kept with the progress the field? 

This, Mr. Editor, should starter. Thank you for giving the 
space and for your cooperation general. 


Karl Koenig 


Colgate University, 


Hamilton, New York 
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the Editor: 
Sir: 


The May, 1950 issue the German Quarterly brings the weleome 
tory Members the A.A.T.G.’ This particular list always provides en- 
and inspiration whose interests are not exclusively confined 
research but who are also vitally interested the aims and problems 
German language instruction. For whether are teaching High School, 
college, university, our teaching problems, far numbers stu 
are concerned, are those of teaching the German language rather than liter 


ature 


If would seem, therefore, that we should expect a numerically eq 


representation from the ranks teachers and from those 


in colleges and universities. A perusal of the ‘ Directory’ however, does not 
hear out this There are 279 members teaching universities, 242 


colleges, and 201 High-Schools, 


all practical purposes university and college language teaching can 
considered one. This means that the ratio college level teacher repre 
our organization that the H.S. level 521:201, 


Junior College representatives number and non-teaching members number 45. 


These statistics pose several problems, suggest various questions which, 


fecl, need our serious consideration. 


the proportionally smaller number A.A.T.G. members teaching 
that fewer students are studying German H.S. than 


then can account for the discrepancy member representation. Such 
state affairs should certainly considered disturbing and challenge 
come the aid our colleagues H.S. their struggle against the pressures 


exerted the so-called edueators, the self-styled masters edu- 


cation’. In an age where the emphasis is on teaching for self-preservation, 
and where ironically there hardly any autonomous self left preserve be- 
harnessed the machine production, that is, the integration 
the self reality which has apparently abdicated reason, time that 
assert the humanistic and humanitarian values involved foreign language 


study. 


must, therefore, out and help our colleagues H.S. stand their 
ground, help them restore the rightful place their subject the HLS. 
curriculum. appeal the ‘educators’ would futile. must join our 
fellow-members the stating their before the students and the 
students’ parents. The parent-teacher particularly should re- 
ceive our concentrated attention. should furthermore extend our publica- 
tions stating our case newspapers, popular magazines, and the radio. 
all events should seek much closer, that is, personal relationship 
with our H.S. colleagues and enlist all them, for there must many more 
than the 201 who have joined forces with far. least should make 
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sample copies of our journal available to all of them, from time to time, We 


could te all ILS. teachers of German to our regional mectings. We 
should meet with them regularly 


the members our association who are teaching 


members teaching in colleges and universities have more time and yvrester 


freedom for experimentation, the publishing these activities and their 
not construed being profit the college instructor 


only, Nor the from making his own contributions 


faces problems of text selection and of approach which might well be aired in 
contributions are not weleome to the editor and to his ceolleungues in the 


the attitudes teachers college faculties militate the training 
of H.S. lang 


teachers’ colleges our campuses and see though 


teachers we should interest ourselves in the work of the 


ally, that the training language teachers receives the attention think 


deserves. can ertainly insist that the depart 


ment receive due consideration their specialty their preparation for the 
teaching profession. little should not above our dignity. 


might also volunteer offer methods-course and instrumental 


ing practice-teaching facilities contacting our colleagues teaching 


local H.S. 


The picture disproportionate representation membership 
disturb 
German language instruction seems to be cither lacking in our support, or the 
H.S. teacher’s pli 


and come his aid. His defeat will ultimately our defeat. Our advanced 


r beenuse the ILS. tencher’s contribution in the field of 


has become so alarming that we had better take notice 


lv to enable us to ma proper eontributions to the 


Amerien. We eunnot afford a false sense of 


security having large numbers elementary students 


classes ure too small 


education 


should be in the hands of the ILS. teachers. The forees which ‘wrested these 


students from their hands will do the same to us. It happened te 
is now. We have a ren] stuke in the t it ht of the H.S, te acher 


Syning 


University of Cineinna 


organization. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


MEETING VASSAR 


The Hudson Valley Chapter held its spring meeting Vassar College 
on Saturday, April 29, with Mrs. Norma Stengel presiding. Friiulein Herta 
Schniotalla, special student Russell Sage College, ably presented the prob- 
lems post-war German youth her topic, Das Studentenleben heutigen 


language enrollments in the secondary 


The problem the 
schools was panel high school teachers from our The 
Misses Ilse Kington, Nita Willits Scotia, Frances Myer 
Schenectudy, and Helen Ott Albany analyzed the topie from various angles 
and, although several suggestions were made from the audience, definite 
conclusions were reached. The committee appointed last fall issue informa 
tion the value studying German was instructed include research 


this problem well, 


After luncheon Alumnae House, Mrs. Ada Klett Bister gave talk 
art der Gotik zur Renaissance’’, using slides illustrate her lecture. 


short business meeting followed. was decided resubseribe the 
AMERICAN GERMAN REVIEW the name Ulrich von Hutten- 
Schule Berlin- Lichtenrade. Upon the request Miss Zorb, who will 
studying Germany Vassar fellowship next year, the president appointed 
treasurer for 1950-51, Dr. Frederick Klemm, our second vice-president. 


invitation from Skidmore for Nov. was accepted. 


The conference closed with delightful tea the home President 
Blanding. Her cheery welcome dispelled the gloom otherwise dark and 
very rainy day. 


HELEN Secretary 


METROPOLITAN CHAPTER AATG 


The largest meeting the Chapter recent years, with 
over one hundred members and guests attending, was held the Student 
Lounge Hunter College Park Ave., Saturday, March 18, 3:00 P.M. 
Business considerations were referred the executive committee with power, 
order not delay the program the afternoon, fine round-table discus- 
sion Thomas Mann, held commemoration Mann’s seventy-fifth birth- 
day. After brief introduction Professor Henry Hatfield Columbia 
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University, the co-ordinator of the discussion, the three principal speakers, 
addresses limited twelve minutes each, cxamined various aspects 
work. Prof. Anna Jacobson Hunter College spoke 
music und art Mann’s works, Professor André von Gronicka spoke 
Thomas Mann European, and Professor Harry Slochower Brooklyn 
College Thomas Mann’s use the myth, 


The addresses were first discussed informally the panel, and then the 
meeting was thrown open comments from the floor. These proved 
controversial and spirited, and led most lively and rewarding exchange 
views. The allotted half hour for general discussion brought close 
organized, carefully balanced, and consequently very successful round 
table discussion, which elicited praise later during the tea, served 
the Hunter College staff. 


tespectfully submitted, 
STEIN, 
METROPOLITAN CHAPTER SECOND SPRING MEETING 


The traditional spring luncheon meeting the Metiopolitan Chapter, 
held the Columbia University Men’s Olub Saturday, May 


was attended by approximately 50 members. Prof. Anna Jacobson, chapter 


president, presided. The principal speaker was Prof. Curt von Faber Faur 
Yale University, Visiting Professor Columbia for the Spring Semester. 
During his informal address, entitled Drei Stufen der Barocklyrik,’’ 
related how came through long years collecting, his famous 
private library Baroque literature, and entertained his listeners with 
spirited renditions poems Theobald Opitz, Weckherlin, Paul 
Fleming, Gryphius, Hofmannswaldau, and Brockes. period which 
followed attested the interest the members Prof. Faber Faur’s 
presentation. 

Following the principal address, short business meeting was 
during which Dr. Theodore Huebener reported the activities the Com- 
mittee Extend Aid German and Austrian Schools and Teachers. The 
following officers, presented Prof. Carl Bayerschmidt, chairman 
the Nominating Committee, were elected serve for 1950-51: 
President, Prof. Anna Jacobson, Hunter College; Vice-President, Dr. Maxim 
Newmark, Brooklyn High School; Prof. Jack Stein, 
Columbia University; Treasurer, Mrs. Elsie Syrop, William Howard Taft 


High School. 

The meeting closed with interesting impromptu talk Dr. Bam- 
berger, technical expert children’s literature from the Austrian Unter- 
richtsministerium, who visiting America for the purpose encouraging 
the translation from the German and the English the best children’s 
literature published currently and Austria. 

tespectfully submitted, 

Jack STEIN, 
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NEW JERSEY CHAPTER A.A.T.G. 


The March 1950 meeting the A.A.T.G. was held Elizabeth the 
Madora Patten Restaurant, March 17th. 


After dinner, Dr. Jordan, our president, began the meeting. was voted 
dispense with the reading the minutes the November meeting, these 


read the May meeting. 


Mr. Gariss, the treasurer, reported that April 26th, 1950 there were 
forty paid-up members the A.A.T.G. contrast the twenty-eight 1949. 
urged members subseribe the German Quarterly. 


he program of 


There being further business, the chairman 
the evening. The theme the program was Trends the Teaching Ger- 
The speakers were Mr. Philip Gariss Nutley High School, Dr. Alice 
Schlimbach N.J.C., Miss Louise Theurer Westfield High School, and 
Prof. Bernhard Ulmer Princeton University. 


Dr. Schlimbach spoke expected the incoming college stu- 
dent preparation German, this student having had two three years 
High School?’’ The important phases stressed were the following: 

High School, vocabulary must emphasized, i.e., all 
forms. Good pronunciation should insisted upon. Here records can used 
advantage. Functional grammar ought also continued the third 
year High School German. Conversation most important even though 
many classes High School are too large allow high degree pro- 
ficiency this respect. Songs and singing classes can used not only for 
pleasure but also basis for skill pronunciation, practice grammar 
work and for topics conversation. 


Mr. Gariss told about the use prints German Masterpieces Art 
German classes High School for cultural and conversational purposes. 


Prints are got each from Boston firm, called University Prints.’’ 
The plan one print day each class for five minutes. Pupils turn 
explain, describe, and criticize the print. First-year students speak English, 
second and third year German. Students have two three days prepare. 
The print mounted and secured the front wall classroom. the end 
the year all prints are hung classroom and discussed matter 


review. 


Miss Louise Theurer attended the University Cologne International 
Summer Course invitation. About German students and Western 
European ones participated. The instructors were from continental universi- 
ties. The theme was: ‘‘Der europäische Gedanke, seine Grenzen und Mög- 
The course expenses were most reasonable. Two trips, all- 
day one into the Ruhr Valley and one the famous cloister, Maria Laach, 
were included. ‘‘We traveled from Cologne Berchtesgaden. came back 
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with impression optimism among German youth and willingness 
make further sacrifices for European unity.’’ 
Dr. Ulmer said 

The trends which note are possibly wishful thinking. least there 
visible tendency include more cultural our elementary text- 
books than there was few years ago. Sheer matter without con- 
tent seems longer satisfy. The aural-oral approach longer the sole 
road salvation hope). Tests seem have proven that this method 
more effective than any other. need more time prepare students 
foreign language. The kind teacher rather than the method important. 
Since foreign language study seems looming large education, 
should emphasize the importance language study students, administrators, 
and 

also attended national A.A.T.G. meeting Stanford University, 
California, last September, where was one the four members panel 
the intensive method foreign language teaching. 

The chairman and members thanked the speakers for their interesting and 
valuable contributions. 

The last meeting the year 1949-50 took place Princeton, Friday 
evening, May 26. The members met for dinner the Peacock Inn. Thirty 
members and guests were present. 

After dinner the group met the Social Science Lounge, Floor 
the Princeton University Library hear talk Dr. Silz, the Princeton 


University German Department, The topie was ‘‘German Life and German 
Univrsities Today.’’ After the speech there was also question period for 


the many guests and chapter members. 
short business meeting followed. Dr, Jordan, president the chapter, 


stated that the main purpose this business meeting was elect presi- 
dent and secretary, each for term two years. 


The secretary’s minutes for the last two meetings were read and ap- 
proved. The treasurer’s report was read and accepted. 

The nominating committee chairman, Dr. Holzmann, now announced the 
slate, The nominating committee included Mrs. Charron and Dr. Ulmer. All 


these were former presidents the Chapter. 
After the election written ballot the nominating committee chairman 


announced the results. Mr. Warren Held Plainfield Senior High School 
was elected president and Dr. Frederick Hiebel, Rutgers University, secre- 


tary, both for term two years. 
There being further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Erna Secretary 


|_| 
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LIFE AND GERMAN UNIVERSITIES 


Address given A.A.T.G., New Jersey Chapter Meeting 

Just back from semester’s leave, Professor Walter Silz Princeton 
University, began his talk telling similar meeting school and 
university teachers which attended München. emphasized the fact 
that could not speak Germany whole, but only those eities and 
universities which had visited, partieularly München, Tübingen, Heidel- 
berg, and Frankfurt. deseribed Germany country divided, largely 
ruined, uncertain, and apprehensive, though rebuilding going and the 
people show amazing vitality and industry. gave pieture living 
conditions, housing, food, stores, political life, and the effects 
E.R.P. aid. recent poll German university students favorite au- 
thors produced significant and surprising results: Rilke, for example was 
the top; Th. Mann fourth; and Kafka below tenth place. Erich Kästner 
still great favorite with adults and young folks. All the authors ranked 
were known before the War, and there marked lack new authors. 


Professor Silz characterized the German university student still 
decided individualist and more practically-minded, more intent vocational 
training and less general culture, than before the War. Universities and 
libraries are crowded, seminars excessively large, books scarce and expensive: 
there less migration students, and younger faculty members have diffi 
getting ahead. 


The ‘‘Konkurrenzkampf’’ induces narrower specialization. Despite at- 
tempts reform here and there, the universities are going the old 
familiar way, and our ‘‘cultural propaganda’’ has had little effect. German 
professors still ignore American scholarship Germanistics. 


Professor Silz analyzed detail the work the new 
Tübingen, most interesting experiment which 
has many features common with American colleges, such co-education, 
dormitory living, tutorial conferences, and courses.’’ year’s 
work interposed between school and university, seeks maintain the old 


ideal general world specialization and technology. 


RESOLUTION 


its meeting Syracuse, October 15, 1949, the Central New York 
Chapter the A.A.T.G. resolved include its records the following 


statement. 


June 1949, Professor Edward Hauch, Chairman the German 
department Hamilton College, retired from active teaching duty and took 
residence Florida. We, his fellow members the Central New York 
chapter the A.A.T.G., shall miss the close and fruitful had 
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with him over many years and wish record here our appreciation for the 
many contributions has made our group. 


Professor Hauch, former secretary and president the American 
Association Teachers German, was charter member the Central 
New York chapter and served numerous official task 
ever seemed too little too large for him could bring about enrich- 
ment our professional life. enumeration the many services that 
Professor Hauch rendered our chapter would reveal admirable record 
loyalty but could only imperfectly reflect the spirit through which stimu- 
lated the life our group and helped give useful function. 
remember with pleasure and high regard his papers questions educa- 
tion and his participation discussions and his resourcefulness 
planning and developing the activities the chapter; remember the 
exchange views and ideas that resulted from his contributions giving 
meaningful content our undertakings. all these values are still the 
beneficiaries; shall enjoy them with gratitude and with sincere wishes 
Professor Hauch for much happiness his new surroundings. 


For the members the chapter, 


GEORGE President 


UNIVERSITY KENTUCKY FOREIGN LANGUAGE CONFERENCE 


The third annual University Kentucky Foreign Language Conference 
was held Lexington, May 13, Lecturer German literature 
was Dr. Carl Schreiber, Leavenworth Professor German and Curator 
the William Speck Colleetion Goetheana Yale University. The Sub- 
ject his principal address was ‘‘Collectors Are Happy People’’ and 
section meeting spoke ‘‘Goethe 1932-1949.’’ Attendance the German 
sections was good, and varied program timely papers dealt with wide 
assortment literary and pedagogical topies follows: 


GERMAN 


Fripay, May 12, 1:30 Room 226-28, Arts BUILDING 
Charles Pauck, Berea College, presiding 

Goethe and the Liebhabertheater’ Weimar (15 min.) 
Heyse Dummer, Bradley University 
Treatment Decadence Modern German Fiction (20 min.) 

Hands Across the Rhine Romain Rolland and Hermann Hesse (20 min.) 

Johannes Malthaner, University Oklahoma 
Rilke’s Attitude toward German Literature (15 min.) 


Observations Goethe’s Imagery His Letters from Italy (20 min.) 


Schroeder, Ohio State University 
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Hans Hagemann, Northeast Missouri State Teachers College 
Goethe als Freimaurer (15 min.) 

Highlights German Culture (15 min.) 

Helen Gescheidle, Wright Junior College 
The Goethe Bicentennial France (20 min.) 

Edmond Schlesinger, University Louisville 


GERMAN 
May 13, 9:00 Room 226-28, Fine Arts BUILDING 
Johannes Malthaner, University of Oklahoma, presiding 

Heinrich Heine and the Princess (20 min.) 

CORE OED George H. Blake, Marietta College 
The Austro-American Society Further International Understanding 

International Understanding through Elementary Reading (10 min.) 

Florence Rathert, Lyons Township Junior College 
What Is Blocking International Understanding? (20 min. ) 

Felix Sharton, Westminister College, Fulton, Mo. 
Natural Science the Work Adalbert Stifter (20 min.) 

William Umbach, Case Institute Technology 
Goethe 1988-1949 (30 min.) Carl Schreiber, Yale University 
The Weimar Production Kleist’s Zerbrochene (20 min.) 

The Search for International Understanding Some Modern 

Entwicklungsromane’ (15 min.) 

the German Club Can Help toward International Understanding 

Sister Mary Rosina, C.D.P., Villa Madonna College 

The general theme the Conference was ‘‘Ways International Un- 
derstanding.’’ Dr. Edwin Zeydel, Head the Department German 
the University Cincinnati, presided the luncheon Saturday which was 
the concluding event the Conference. was announced that next year’s 
Conference would held April 26-28, 1951. 


FOREIGN LANGUAGE ENROLLMENT TRENDS NASSAU AND 
SUFFOLK COUNTIES (NEW YORK) HIGH SCHOOLS 


Sept. 1948 Sept. 1949 Increase Decrease 
FRENCH 
First Year 1,752 1,928 10.0 
Second Year 1,211 1,349 11.4 
Third Year 554 478 13.7 
Fourth Year 15.8 


Total 6.9 
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GERMAN 


First Year 560 690 23.2 
Second Year 475 457 3.8 
Third Year 145 173 19.3 
Fourth Year 29.4 
Total 1,197 1,342 12.1 
ITALIAN 
First Year 12 46 283.3 
Third Year 100.0 
Total 184.2 
LATIN 
First Year 1,798 1,748 2.8 
Second Year 1,595 1,539 3.5 
Third Year 629 
Fourth Year 112 45.5 
Total 4,127 3,977 
SPANISH 
First Year 2,466 2,396 2.8 
Second Year 1,516 1,623 7.1 
Third Year 590 6.1 
Fourth Year 42.3 
Total 4,624 4,647 0.5 
GENERAL 
LANGUAGE 458 449 2.0 
ALL LANGUAGES 13,999 14,290 2.1 


Submitted 
MuLLer, Adelphi College, 
President the Long Island Chapter, A.A.T.G. 


DR. HUEBENER GERMANY 
Dr. Theodore Huebener, Direetor Foreign Languages the schools 
New York City, leetured Information Centers and universities Ger- 
many speeial assignment from the State Departmeut Washington. 
Dr. Huebener and his wife, teacher Forest Hills High School, were 
the invited guests the Ministry Foreign Affairs Paris during the 


summer. 


“STILLE 

Attention called the little booklet, Night, Holy 
Michael Gundringer Oberndorf, Austria. far know, the first 
reliable account the genesis the popular Christmas song, ‘‘Stille Nacht, 
heilige Nacht’’. Mr. Gundringer, understand, devoted his entire life 
research this subject and presents here complete and truthful story 
how the song came about, The book available through Marie Lammermeyer, 
P.O. Box 663, Fairlawn, New Jersey, and sells for $1.50 per copy. 
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Tausend Jahre Deutscher Dichtung. Herausgegeben von Curt von Faber 
Faur und Kurt Wolff. Pantheon, New York, 1949. XLIV 489 pp. 
$4.50 


The publishers Pantheon Books, Inc. are congratulated bring 
ing out this anthology German verse. The selections, all lyrical, ranging from 
the Wessobrunner Gebet (which dates from the early ninth century) Georg 
Trakl (who died 1914), are prefaced with beautifully written discourse 
lyrie poetry Curt von Faber Faur. The same editor also responsible 
for the Ruhmestafel which, short paragraph, sums persuasively each 
poet’s significance for the history German literature. The table con- 
tents, listing the authors chronological order and index first lines 
the poems alphabetical order, provides additional useful cross-reference. 

The little navy-and-gold volume which, the German tradition, omits the 
name the publisher the cover, pleasing binding and typography. 
The book, while meant for the German-speaking public, should wel- 
come course German poetry, although footnotes, explanation meter, 
and similar devices are absent. 


speaking Curt von Faber Faur’s introduction, would only wish 
see this little masterpiece style and content reprinted separate essay 
poetry. blaze moving and the same time crystal-clear 
language, the author sets out show how ecstasy and and rhythm are the 
essence poetry. The poet, not unlike the religious mystic, does not seek in- 
spiration; is, like the true contemplative, passive. His one active accom- 
plishment attain the goal receptive vacuity. Thus, inspiration 
ecstasy may take possession him, and rhythm, rhyme, even the poem, 
will spring from depths unknown himself. Through his poems partici- 
pate the poet’s daimonic Rausch. are reminded Housman, who 
supposed have said that knew was reading poetry felt 
the pit his stomach. 


Mr. von Faber Faur devotes pages his introduction which the 
last contain concise history German poetry. ‘‘In der Beschränkung 
zeigt sich der Meister.’’ 


was the aim the editors include only poems that can meet 
the test present-day criticism. this frame reference they have, the 
whole, admirably succeeded bringing the voice the German peoples 
ringing through the ages, singing love and nature, telling hopes and 
fears, speculating the meaning life and religion. Some the poems 
presented are rare gems hardly found other collections even 
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books which the public has easy access. does every anthology, 
Jahre deutscher Dichtung reflects the taste the editors certain extent, 
since there are fixed measurements what poems, from the vust 
treasure existing, would the most representative, even certain 
When misrepresntation cover the life span the poetry people, 


the tusk selection becomes almost gigantic. The editors have skillfully 


which can never solved everybouy’s complete 


handled probl 


tion. Some readers find pity, perhaps, that bullads have been omitted. 


The editors have presented modern German the selections from Old 
and Middle High German. Some these poems appear new versions. The 
rendition of the Wessobrunner Gebet in modern German, by Wolfskehl-von der 
Leyen the most beautiful have seen far, and surpasses the well-known 
one Wolfga 
though, that the Gebet abridged. The part the Muspilli (in modern 
German Curt von Faber Faur) which the anthology includes, really 


does justice this poem, which finds comparison style only the 


annotation should have warned the reader, 


Hildebrandslied German literature. Not only the Minnesingers, but ulso such 
medieval mystics as Mechthild von Magdeburg and Johannes Tauler, and 
some unknown poets, find just representation. Mr. von Faber’s versions 
all happy choices, including such well-known favorites Walther von der 
Vogelweide’s Ich sass auf einem Steine, and his weh, sind verschwunden. 
Will Vesper’s translation the Geistliches Trinklied der Nonnen 
rhein gem. Baroque poetry, long eonsidered the ugly duckling, given 
more than adequate space, with over forty seleetions, while the work of Hans 
Sachs altogether missing, and realism represented rather slightly, 
condition which, must added, not the detriment the book. 
This reviewer would have weleomed the some recent poetry, for 
instance Hesse. is, course, difficult see values anything 
that contemporary, since the perspcctive missing. 


Some the flavor Old and Middle High German text lost even 
the excellent modcrn versions. This loss The best transla- 
tion somehow second-hand. Yet there obviously other alternative 
the beauty these texts enjoyed greater reading public. 
think, however, that the case different when comes the baroque liter- 
ature. True, printing the seventeenth cenury was often slapdash 
believe, though, that these older faulty versions come nearer the baroque 
character than does modern, flawless print. also wonder whether the 
editors are justified shortening some these poems. Fewer poems full 
length might have been better. Such cuts take away the characteristic fulness 
the baroque creation. 


With regard some other changes which the editors have one 
might ask why they omitted the title the poem page 60, namely Perstet 
amicitiae semper venerabile Foedus. One also wonders for example, why the 
poems taken from Rilke’s Stundenbuch not appear the same order 
the original Stundenbuch, and why the editors felt that they should capitalize 
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the nouns the poems Stefan George. Such critical questions are, how- 
ever, little significance when one looks the anthology whole, and con- 
siders the splendid task the editors have accomplished. 


Lore 


University Pittsburgh 


Aus Nah Und Fern. Boston. Houghton Mifflin Com- 
pany 238 pp. $1.80. 


This welcome addition weleome new genre modern language 
readers, that the anthology contemporary literature. consists 
short stories some the most able authors the last fifty years, 
Hermann Hesse, the serious side Erich Kästner, and the Zweigs. Their 
indebtedness older tradition realistie writing effectively pointed 
the inclusion one story Gottfried Keller and one Hermann 
Sudermann. The beauty this kind reading that speaks directly 
the student about things and events which has either already read 
least experienced some repercussions. There none the problem be- 
coming adjusted the different thinking and setting bygone eras, the 
problem that always effectively stands the way true student enjoy- 
ment the so-called classics. 


have here presentation life German the last five decades 
with special emphasis the last three seen from many different angles 
and yet presenting remarkably uniform impression. the editor,’’ 
she says with admirable courage her preface, ‘‘believes book-reading 
rather than book-burning,’’ find this anthology stories authors with 
whose party affiliations (either left right) could not sympathize, but 
who none the less stand out their literary merits alone. Let added 
fairness both authors and editor that the selections concerned there 
practically political slant all. 


anthology can ever satisfy everybody, and experts contemporary 
German literature may disagree with the actual choice stories. Yet must 
not forgotten that reader designed for college students pedagogical 
considerations take precedence over those objective literary merit im- 
portance position the development particular author movement. 
Seen purely from the point view student interest, think Miss Foltin’s 
selection will meet with the approval most teachers. myself have mis- 
givings about only one story, namely Leichenpredigten Heinrich Zillich, 
which the rather heavy-handed humor likely lose much its point 
the time penetrates the student’s comprehension. any rate, since the 
stories are not graded and only slightly abridged and simplified, one need 
not read them all read them any specified order. 


order facilitate ready comprehension such stories good vocabu- 
lary well battery notes practically indispensable. here that 
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fear the editor may have been satisfied with little less than the best. Spot 
checks the reveal somewhat too heavy reliance dictionaries 
without making adjustments the actual passages where the words occur 


Abitur needs explanation, should the vocabulary). 


There are copious footnotes the bottom the page, feature that 
will save much time and avoid much thumbing the un- 
fortunate characteristic these notes, however, that where they deal with 
idiomatic usage the editor bit too prone give explanations that seem 
include some rather questionable, purely personal interpretations, 
while others might almost called inaccurate. One striking example 
page ten, where find the idiom der hat nun das Nachsehen and, after 
the ‘‘meaning’’: may now whistle for it, This English 
expression was probably found this stilted form one the well-known 
but sadly antiquated German-English dictionaries. more frequent the 
form ‘‘let him whistle for it’’ and means ‘‘let him try get it’’, idea 
that does not fit into the context here all. The editor’s interpretation 
the German idiom good deal too literal, and one can well raise the ques- 
tion whether really means ‘‘he has the view her back (as she dis- 
appears)’’ for after all, the same expression applies many situations 
where there are receding backs involved whatever. would probably have 
been more helpful simply translate idiom: ‘‘he left holding 
the bag,’’ ‘‘he left empty-handed.’’ Students who are far enough ad- 
vanced reading material this difficulty can counted know 
that there are such things idioms whose meaning has rather arbi- 
trarily accepted. Once given the meaning they may, course, have fun 
trying see the literal origin the German figure speech. Putting 
explanation tends deprive them this fun and may also embarrass the 
teacher who likely have different ‘‘explanation’’. 


page find this footnote: ‘‘liess keinen Blick von literally: al- 
lowed glance from, meaning: did not turn eye from’’. begin with, 
the final English version unidiomatic, usually say: never took (or 
couldn’t keep) his eyes off. But there certainly serious doubt 
whether liess can here mean allowed, (i.e, erlaubte). did could 
not also mean turn away abwenden), and the context elearly supports 
the latter meaning. Thus the inclusion this supposed ‘‘literal’’ interpreta- 
tion more confusing than helpful, and regret say this not the only 


such instance. 


other cases the editor seems unaware the fact that German 
expression has exact counterpart American English and need therefore 
not explained all. The word steckenbleiben (page 34) means get 
stuck, and this English equivalent applicable nearly the German uses 
the word, including the misfortune getting stuck the middle 
memorized recitation. The footnote here seems the obvi- 
ous, and fear there not much point trying single out this use 
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steckenbleiben slang,’’ for its application actually much 
wider: Auch ein Klavicrspieler, ein Schauspieler, ein Redner kann beim Vor- 


tragen 


Again, page 58, find: ihr vorging literally: what happened 
would have been much simpler 


herself, meaning: how she felt 
content with the translation what was going in(side of) her, 
which perfectly good idiomatie English nad requires further 


explanation for students. 


course, are walking shifting sands here and the decision 
what needs explained and what need not ultimately based the 
teacher’s own feelings about the matter influenced past classroom 


experiences. 


the positive side ought all means mention the many 
helpful footnotes informative nature such those explaining 
ties the German and judicial systems, ete. 

tive list every last misprint and every minor point difference 
opinion with the author, purposely restrict myself here the above few 
examples, naturally these are typical cases. The average reader 
these reviews chiefly wants know what sort book and whether can 
use for his classes. let make clear that the criticisms made about 
the notes and vocabulary point defects which could corrected with rela 
tive second edition (and confident there will one). They 
not touch the essential core the book. The stories themselves and the 
care which Miss Foltin lavished their selection and editing make the book 
well worthy hearty 


Although there indication the preface what level study 
the book intended for, seems likely that could successfully used 
either semester the second year, perhaps even the end the first 
year. order adapt the book for conversational use for work com- 
position, some questions based the stories are furnished appendix. 


CONDOYANNIS 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


HANNA AND Park, Rosemary, Deutsche erleben die Zeit, Bos 


ton: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1949. 201 pp. $2.00. 


Living acutely world sensitive the problems 
peace, one cannot help but textbook such Deutsche erleben die 
Zeit. This reader, intended for second-year college classes, modern anthol- 
ogy, comprising selections, combined chapters, and represents dif- 


ferent contemporary German writers. Erich Maria Remarque heads the list 


authors with representation excerpts from his Westen nichts 


Neues (1929), Der Wea zurück (1931), and Drei Kameraden (1938). Ernst 


= 
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from his Frieden (1930) and Der letzte 
Hans Fallada selections from Der eiserne Gustav (1938), 
hile two exeerpts each are taken from the works Ernst Jünger (In Stahl 
1926, Der Kapf als inneres Erlebnis, 1936), Ernst Toller 
1933), and Hans Bernd Gisevius (Bis zum bittern 
de, The selections cover the years 1914 1945, and the editors 
the anthology have judiciously chosen stories that throw significant light 
upon events and developments that eventful period recent German and 
history. The passages selected quote from the preface (p. ix) 


ure designed present Germany ‘‘not political abstraction but living 


human Thus see Germany which have youthful 
for war the part some people, frustrated apathy toward war that 
exists many people, and active opposition war the part few 

souls. the last belongs person like Fabian von 


rageo 
whose Offiziere gegen Hitler (1946) provides perhaps the 


vol 
Sel 


most fascinating reading the anthology. 


The editors the text are commended for the penetrating, analyt 
ical English introductions each chapter which provide the connecting 
and the continuity between the various chapters and furnish the necessary 
historical background. Excellent, too, are the many footnotes that offer addi- 
tional information und serve solve and iodiomatie difficulties. 


K 


The vocabulary, ‘‘intended reasonably complete’’ (p. 141) is, 
quite extensive and contains almost 5000 separate entries. While most 
the words, sure, are found the frequency word-lists and 
should readily recognizable the second-year student, the nature the 
reading material the other hand has necessitated the introduction 
large number new terms that not make for easy second-year reading. 
However, the editors point out and this reviewer agrees with them that 
‘*many students prefer more difficult but significant texts easier but less 
relevant ones’’ (p. x). Deutsche erleben die Zeit such students will find 
interesting and challenging, up-to-date, mature reading material, commensu- 
rate with their intellectual capacity, that will help them formulate some 
the unswers the problems which more and more 
aware those factors that contribute war and being made increasingly 
and painfully cognizant the problems arising from mankind’s greatest 


scourage. 


Teachers interested stimulating, adult reader for their late 
third-year classes should not fail examine this excellent textbook. 


GUENTER SCHMALZ 
The Ohio State University 
Columbus 10, Ohio 
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Bilder aus dem Frankfurter herausgegeben von Ernst Beutler 
und Josephine Rumpf, Frankfurt a. M.: Verlag Der Goldene Brunnen, 
1949 (18x25 em; frontispiece, LXIV pp., 101 151 pp. 


The Goethe year has given wealth books, articles, and orations 
honor renowned son. pictorial material life and 
works we have had a considerable amount in the past, but a collection of 
notabilia this kind pertaining the Goethe family and their home has been 
wanting. Here Professor Beutler and Dr. Rumpf (the latter associated with 
the Freis Deutsches Hochstift since 1928) have made most eontribu- 


tions. 


tier pre 


In the first part (pagination in roman numerals), Professor B 
sents a detailed account of the origin of, and the early interest in, this picture 


collection, the manifold orders given painters Frankfurt and 


towns, their associations with the city and the Goethe 


substantiuted by quotations from, and references to, Goethe’s work as far as 


the facts are his father’s industry gathering 


materials and the refined atmosphere which the young Goethe grew 
Spe ial attention is directed to several conte mporary reports on this and other 
Frankfurt collections and the varied destinies losses and acquisitions 


the diverse art objects from the time the death Goethe’s father the 
end the last war. Nor are Goethe’s interests art galleries, his journeys, 
and reflections art and artists and their attitude towards nature, well 
his own attempts sketching and drawing overlooked here. Goethe, too, was 
collector, not merely for the sake collecting treasures investing his 
money but order learn (‘‘Ich habe jedem Stiick meines Besitzes etwas 
gelernt’’) and find inspiration works art which regarded 
revelation and manifestation creative power. also took 
personal interest the expansion and the 
tions, suggestion furnished him his travels Italy and pertinent Italian 
publications, and realized the Frankfurt Fair autumn 1827. The preface 
its catalogue, still relevant source information for the Frankfurt col- 
lections, acknowledged ‘‘Goethe gebiihrt das Verdienst dem ersten Hefte 
über Kunst und Altertum den Rhein- und Maingegenden zuerst Anregung 
gebracht haben, wie wichtig sein miisse, ein vollstiindigeres Verzeichnis 
der Maler, Gemälde und Gemäldebesitzer bilden und die Gemälde selbst 
vereinigen und 6ffenlicher Betrachtung auszustellen.’’ the mission 
the Goethe Museum from oblivion that which belongs the past 
and perishable and confront bygone era with ever moving and ever 
changing present: ‘‘Sie (die Bilder) sollen dazu beitragen, uns die Welt des 
Dichters versinnlichen und diese dadurch ihren Beziigen menschlicher und 
literarischer Art tiefer verstehen. Die wechselseitige Erhellung der Kiinste, 


ihr soll hier gedient werden’’ (p. LX). 


And thus, the subsequent second part, pay visit Goethehaus 
gallery well reproduced pictures, portraits and scenes reminiscent Frank- 
furt, Goethe’s parents and himself, and the artists Goethe’s time. 


this 
artistic 
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each these reproductions, Dr. Rumpf has accorded the last part aptly 
written appreciation the artists and the subject matter, preceded indica- 
the external aspect each picture and its provenance acquisi- 
tion. Widely scattered references have been gathered from Goethe’s writings 
the artists, their subjects and the possible circumstances accom- 
panying the execution their plans well Goethe’s reactions, all which 
will not fail render the manifold characterizations more meaningful and 


lasting pression. not the aim the author present aesthetic 
analysis local regional history art. bibliography containing gen- 
eral literature art Frankfurt with particular reference Goethe and 
his father, and more extensive section pertaining each picture and 
those who commissioned them, the scenes persons represented, well 
treatises the individual picture intended for those who wish make 
further studies this particular field. index listing the names the ar- 
tists and the persons appearing the portraits this highly 


tive and recommendable work. 


WILLIAM HAMMER 


Carleton College 
Northfield, Minnesota 


H., Das Shakespeare-Bild Mainz a/Rh., 1949. 118 pp. 
4.80 Mk. 


The author does not believe the all too popular antithesis Goethe 
and Shakespeare Nature and intellect, and therefore rejects Professor 
Fairly’s view that submits and allies himself nature, Shake- 
speare with his kingly mind confronts nature and dominates it’’ Goethe, 
true, reveres Shakespeare’s creation cosmos itself, natural 
phenomenon which under favourable conditions without force speculation 


—-like plant animal burst into being. 


Professor Oppel naturally aware fundamental differences between 
Goethe and Shakespeare: whilst Goethe’s work great extent con- 
fession, Shakespeare’s dramas there are but very few autobiographical 
expressions suffering, ‘‘Hamlet’’, ‘‘Troilus and Cressida’’, 
ete and his sonnets; moreover Goethe conscious his poetic 
mission (servir l’univers), whilst Shakespeare’s life not repre- 
sentative that sense. the other hand, there are close affinities between 
the two writers: Goethe’s morphological concept life clearly inspired 
Shakespeare’s own creative existence. ‘‘Hamlet’’ good example 
question. vain Ludwig his studies tried establish 
spearian style’’ the sense Schiller style: Goethe saw 
deeper when says about that not man’s but 


has grown out inner necessity ‘‘ist nicht ersonnen, ist 


Romantics explained Shakespeare totality intellect and nature. 
This goes far beyond the narrow view the Rationalists. But Goethe’s 
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organic morphological concept nature pierced the heart the problem, 
when interprets the poet’s creative work natura naturata not 
natura naturans sense. 


The above book distinguished subtle observations and the 
rare power gathering detailed knowledge into illuminating vision 
Shakespeare’s entity. 

University Bristol. 


60. Geburtsag, Edited Tübingen disciples. Tübingen: Siebeck, 
1948, 539 pp. 


happy coincidence the two eminent Tübingen Ordinari, Professor 
Paul Kluckhohn and Professor Hermann Schneider, celebrated their sixtieth 
birthdays the same year. this their Tübingen pupils published 
the above Festschrift. 


Professor Kluckhohn, the editor the Deutsche Vierteljahrsschrift’’ 
one the most famous scholars the field research Romanticism 
Schneider doubtless one the most distinguished interpreters 


German medieval literature and language. 


The contributors the Festschrift reflect the breadth the Tübingen 
school. Form, definition, age and historical sequence, etc. Vorzeitsaga and 
Heldenlied are lucidly discussed by F. Genzmer; the battle of Roncrval in 
Einhart’s life Charlemagne, the first and best worldly biography the 
Middle Ages, and its relation song Roland are investigated 
Herding deals with Gottschalk Fulda’s poems; the Nibelungen 
song the subject important though short article Friederich 
Panzer, who refers the significance the Latin Ruodlieb epie model 
for the Nibelungen; article Hans Kuhn deals with Kriemhild’s hord and 
revenge; moreover Th. Frings and Gabriele Schieb assess the development 
von Veldeke lyrical poet; Hugo Kuhn explains Hartmann’s Erec, Karl 
Bohnenberger Alemannische Festtagnamen, Hennig Brinkmann and 
Reinmar, Ranke the Tristanvers; the medieval section concluded with 
noteworthy article Wolfram’s Taglieder Mohr who puts forth the 
rather theory that Wolfram’s Wächterlied has its prototype 
former vernacular tradition. 


German classicism the subject-matter study Halbach who 
consciously stresses the historical phenomenon rather than its 
general applicable all ages and nations. Günther Müller 
subtly divides narrating from narrative time, Erzählzeit and Erzählte Zeit, 
and sueceeds doing with reference Goethe’s ‘‘Wilhelm Meisters 
Lehrjahre’’ and Virginia Woolf’s ‘‘Mrs, Dalloway’’ where throughout 279 
pages (in the Tauchnitz edition) one June day the life London Society 
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German verse. Fritz Martini and Friedrich Sengle dedicate themselves 
the neglected Wieland, Petsch 1945) Goethe’s Osterspaziergang 
Hölderlin’s concept fate and ‘‘daimon’’ expounded detail 
Wentzlaff-Eggbert; and Hölderlin’s poetic expression farewell 
Diotima Binder. The question the between art and 
religion dealt with Fricke’s searching article Wackenroder most 
fascinating studies are Werner Kohlschmidt’s work Novalis’s language 
inwardness, and Friedrich Beissner’s article Kleist’s rhythm. Last but not 
least should mention Hugo Moser’s interpretation the idea regional 
influence (Stammesgedanke) amongst the Romantics, particularly Uhland, 
and Adolf Beck’s work Hesse’s Dienst und Reuelose Lebensbeichte’’: 
according the latter Hesse finds fulfilment his faith mankind; the 
poet’s love turns his suffering brethren and thus reveals for them 
the meaning their through the confession his own suffering. 
Thus Hesse’s work service for mankind just the researches the two 
great scholars whom the above Festschrift dedicated, have been carried 
out for the good our younger generation and will remain exhortation 
fairmindedness and integrity spirit amongst people good will. 


Bristol. 


Hölderlins Christliches Erbe. München, 1949. 123 pp. 


The main theme Wocke’s excellent booklet the extent which 
Hölderlin’s early religious upbringing and belief moulded his poetry with 
special reference his conception the antique myth Herakles and 
Dionysos. His relations Hegel and Schelling whilst the Tübingen Stift 
are stressed accordingly. Moreover some significant poems singled out suc- 
cessfully prove the author’s point: e.g. the lines ‘‘an die Grossmutter’’, which 
offer important parallels his interpretation the relationship between 
Empedokles and Christ. The hymn der nimmer geglaubt’’ 
is, Wocke points out, closely connected with the preceding poems. 
the the wine-god and Christ stand side side, but man’s tragic 
dualism remains; the poet like enraged the messenger. 
and mediator the divine amongst men. also ‘‘Patmos’’ the author 
maintains that Hölderlin gradually came accept ‘‘the law’’ (ie. the 
Christian Church, 70); the same time, endeavored reconcile with 
his love Herakles and Dionysos. 


The chapter the Swabians Johann Albrecht Bengel (Born 1687) and 
Friedrich Christopher Oetinger (born 1702) which apart from St. John’s 
Revelation, influenced Hölderlin’s later eschatological ideas decisively, 
most enlightening. This little booklet indeed most welcome, not only be- 
cause its balanced view but also because the attractive way which 
University Bristol 
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New German Dictionary 


The original CASSELL’S GERMAN DIC- 
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ard German Vocabulary Dictionary are omitted. 
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opportunity take great step forward. 


“Furthermore, the Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Diction- 
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“The paragraph-arrangement and the word-family scheme the 
Minimum Standard German Vocabulary Dictionary cannot help but 
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McGRAW-HILL BOOK CO., Inc. 


330 West 42nd Street 


New York 18, 


Please mention THE GERMAN QUARTERLY when writing advertisers 


TECHNICAL and 


THE GERMAN QUARTERLY 


THE FRENCH REVIEW 


Published six times year 
the 
Amer. Teachers French 


Literary and Pedagogical Articles 
Phonetic Discussions 
Book Reviews 


News Interest Teachers the 
French language and literature 


$3.00 year Libraries $3.00 


Editor-in-Chief 
Brooklyn College 
address correspondence 


1309 Carroll Street 
Brooklyn, 


Send Check to Advertisers write 


GEORGE WATTS THAYER HEATON 
Sec.-Treas. 415 Lexington Ave. 
Davidson College New York 17, 
Davidson, N.C. N. Y. 


“The outstanding general journal of 
modern language teaching the United 
States.” 


THE MODERN 
LANGUAGE JOURNAL 


brings its readers every month stimu- 
lating and helpful articles methods, 
materials, pedagogical research, publica- 
tions and textbooks in the field. 
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DEUTSCHE KULTUREPOCHEN 


Arno Schirokauer, Johns Hopkins University; and Nordmeyer, 
Yale University 
With notes Murray Peppard, Amherst College 

Here series essays great men German civilization. Not 
merely biographical, treats personalities representatives great 
thought movements, influencing all thinking and behavior. 
Mature and interesting, these essays offer radical departure from the 
ordinary type narrative. 

The essays, spanning the centuries from 800 A.D. the present 
time, show how Germany came what she is, and why. They give 
the student picture German cultural history the light its signifi- 
cance for world. The fields music, psychology, medicine, liter- 
ature, philosophy and science are dealt with terms personalities and 
ideas. real contribution the understanding German traditions and 
culture. excellent text both content and language, with very 
practical and teachable exercises. Books containing much food for 
thought seldom appear”. Kanman, Carnegie Institute Technology. 


Published 1949 283 pages 554” 


DREI NOVELLEN 


Edited John Kurtz, Oberlin College 
Storm’s Der Schimmelreiter; Keller’s Die Drei Gerechten Kammacher 
Michael Kohlhaas these three masterpieces German prose 
fiction have been simplified and abridged, without losing the flavor the 
originals, that they can read easily any second third semester 
student. The text offers maximum study assistance for complete under- 
standing the stories their broader implications and significance. 
Vocabulary includes all words and phrases which word frequency 
studies indicate are beyond the comprehension intermediate students. 
Footnotes numbered footnotes give much supplementary information. 
Questions student checking his preparation the reading 
assignments. 
Introductions sketch lives and times the authors, suggest possible 
interpretations the stories, encourage students reflect their 
significance for our generation. 
Published 1948 276 pages 
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TRAVEN: Die Geschichte eines amerikanischen 
Seemanns. 


(From “Das first person 
account the hazardous experiences 
American deck-hand. Stranded Antwerp, 
stows away for Boulogne, finally makes his 
undocumented and eventful way across France 
and into Spain. 


ROTH: Die Legende von heiligen Trinker. 
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another last 200 francs but that’s the 


Characters, incidents, life seen through the 
eyes young man “out just for the ride” 
third-class coach the heart Germany: 


HAUSMANN: der Eisenbahn. 
trickery, rusticity, pedantry, officiousness 
realistically yet kindly portrayed. 
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